
CMS Parent Survey:  Responses 

Question 1: What are your hopes and dreams for your child's future? 

To be a respectful, considerate member of society  

Excellent education in a safe environment 

Access to school programs and teachers that foster their interest in learning 

I hope that she can pursue the things that interest her the most 

To be well educated so they can provide for themselves and one day their families. 

I purely want my son to be happy. I hope he continues to have a group of friends who are supportive 
and encouraging and he is able to maintain these friendships throughout his life. Additionally, I hope 
my child feels he has a strong family unit at home who will loves him and will always support him. 

That he enjoys his time at school. That he is engaged and inspired to complete post-secondary 
education to the best of his ability, so he is set-up for future success. 

That he attends a school that is safety, provides opportunities to the children and works in conjunction 
with the community to develop positive relationships 

Stay positive and push through challenges to achieve his potential  

To feel confident as a learner, build resiliency when challenged, seek to problem solve emotionally and 
academically, and know how true diversity can create a stronger world 

That he feels like he has a place that he belongs, feels safe and is able to find the joy in the little things.  

Happiness  

To have the best education available to them, to grow as an individual and become a vital part of 
society. To feel confident in what they’re learning and to be challenged. 

Successful, fulfilled, happy 

I want my daughter to get a good education in a safe and supportive environment. I want her to enjoy 
her school years.  

Be a well-rounded, educated and confident young adult 

Be happy, healthy, and a little wealthy. Find a job and a sport or activity you like doing and be equipped 
to do it well.  

Successful education  



That he is able to pursue what makes him happy. 

That she is happy, confident, and chooses a profession that fulfills her and brings her joy 

Socially confident and inspired by something that she will enjoy doing as a career! 

To learn to read, while at the same time teaching him never to give up on your dreams. Build his 
confidence and hope he enjoys going to school. 

I hope my child goes into business for himself, following whatever passion he has at that time.  

My daughter is self-directed and very motivated. Her past teachers have been great at challenging her. 
I hope that she is provided these same opportunities in this school. She also loves sports so we are 
looking forward to the outdoors basketball courts being closer to our place.  

To be happy healthy and feel successful in school 

That they live a healthy and safe life, and find a passion to pursue and live with intention. 

Graduation from high school, follow his dreams for post-secondary education, socially and emotionally 
well-adjusted student and adult 

A solid, diverse education in a kind, loving environment that offers variety, fun and enthusiasm for 
learning.  My daughter has big dreams for her future and would love to attend University to be a 
Veterinarian. I will support her in whatever she decides to pursue for her career choice. 

My hope for my children is that they can successfully finish all academic education (high school, college 
or university) and be a professional specialist in future.  

Independence and critical thinking skills. Responsibility. Accountability. Success as defined by her.  

That he is prepared for and can thrive in, through a combination of formal education and home, family 
and informal education support, an increasingly complicated, dynamic and competitive world, in which 
I hope he will be able to live comfortably and happily. 

Ultimately, I want my child to be happy, feel confident about who they are, build healthy, meaningful 
relationships and have the skills necessary to be a functional member of society.  

To be able to develop the knowledge and skills needed to mature into adulthood activities...work, 
family, social 

I want him to be happy and have a positive outlook on life  

That he has the tools in place to tackle anything that comes at him, that he is empathic to others, 
knows right from wrong, is a positive contributor to society and excels in the career of his choice.  

Stay focused and engage in new challenges 



Support and encouragement to thrive and to do the best she can. Achieving high goals.  
Having finally the experience of a straight class and not another lower grade split level (4 split levels in 
6 years).  Good education especially in Math, English and Science.  Structure in the classroom 

To be inspired and enjoy school 

To discover herself, keep growing, find her compassion and do what she enjoys! 

I want her to be happy and kind. I want her to be able to navigate the triumphs and trials of life using 
humour and knowledge. I want her to be a good friend to others. I want her to be a good steward of 
the earth and take pride in her country. I want her to show empathy toward others. I want her to be 
confident in her abilities and be comfortable in her own skin. 

That he is a kind and caring person who is a good person out in the world. I hope that whatever he 
decides to do will bring him happiness. 

For him to enjoy life 

To support himself and contribute constructively and emphatically to society, for us this is a global 
community. 

Be successful in everything they do whatever it might be 

To be empowered to make wise choices, positively interact with peers, and continue to grow and learn 
inside and out of academics. 

That they get to choose their career, are happy, and contribute to society. 

That she gets a good education and a rewarding job 

To be well-equipped to enter post-secondary and to pursue a career in which she will be fulfilled, be 
able to find work in that field, and able to earn a living wage. 

To be independent and strong. To be capable to think in a problem-solving way and use common-
sense. Be kind and respect others as well as all of nature. 

That my child can adequately read and write and has a fundamental grasp on mathematics and that 
they become motivated and live up to their potential 

Open opportunity with education.  

To be confident and feel worthy -- THAT's IT 

That he will receive an education that will enable him to have a productive and fulfilling life as well as 
to be able to contribute to our society. 



That he is independent, reasonable, and happy with a realistic view of the world and the opportunities 
it affords him. 

We hope my son and his brothers continue to learn about what they are interested in and are happy  

A diverse education and lifetime friendships.  

An education that promotes his strengths, and his independent but extroverted personality, while 
helping to encourage and develop his weaker areas.  

Our child will be happy thrive and make new friends and love her learning culture and all the new 
curriculum choices and spots teams and clubs and teachers!!  

Stability in a career that inspires him and makes him happy to go to work but is able to support him 
financially.  

To have an access to education that is both safe, inclusive and most of all fun in the learning journey. 
To have a love for learning! 

I would like to see CFM parallel OKM with their structure of block rotations. Getting kids used to the 
flow of changing classrooms.  Academies are another huge dream for CFM. Not just hockey!! I feel that 
my child is missing out on these opportunities by not going to OKM where these are a huge success! 
Why is hockey the main one being considered? Swim and soccer academies are just as important. I 
don’t want my child to miss out on years of swim academy and then by grade 9 won’t want to join due 
to being behind or not doing it in the past!  

Strong public speaker, confidence to lead, follow their passion in whatever they choose. 

Well-rounded child, functioning person in society.! That he enjoys academics/athletics and music  

She is supported in what career path she chooses. She gains life skill and smarts to turn into an 
awesome employable adult. She remembers and plans for things on her own. She is not afraid of hard 
work. 

Confidence, successful, happy, active, cultured, great friends and social network, positivity and energy 
to push himself to keep growing as an individual  

My hope is for my daughter to realize and take steps to fulfill her potential and be engaged in living a 
meaningful life. To have the courage to explore her curiosity and try new things. I hope that she learns 
determination and resilience and can pick herself back up after failure.  

I just want my child/ren to be happy above all else. I want them to love themselves and others and feel 
like they contribute to those around them and society as a whole. I wish a life of fulfillment for my 
child/ren whatever that looks like to them. 

To be successful: as in to work and live a fulfilling life. To have my children discover and utilize their 
gifts and reach their potential- without having to compromise who they are to conform to what society 



tells them they should be and should do. To be innovators and entrepreneurs. Not just shaped to fit in 
a box and work a 9-5 in a cubical office space. To truly give back to the world and make it a better place 
for future generations. Both socially, economically and environmentally.  

My dream is for my daughter to be excited to go to school.  

That she will be happy. I would like her to be interested and engaged in whatever she studies. I hope 
she will challenge herself to do her best in school. I hope she will treat others will kindness and 
empathy  

happiness 

I hope that she will have all the tools to decide and do whatever she wants to do in life. I hope she is 
able to learn by always questioning what she is being taught and truly learning. I hope she develops the 
ability to think critically and not simply memorize answers.  

Happiness and peaceably feel safe and validated 

Our dream is for our son to be a fully awake, happy, healthy, and engaged lifelong learner. We hope he 
will deeply understand that he has everything it takes to do what it takes to live bravely and bring his 
best everyday so he can create the life he wants through his actions and habits. We want to nurture his 
curious mind to help him navigate his unique journey while discovering his talents, interests and 
unique form of genius. Our dream is for our son to develop the emotional intelligence, skills, and 
knowledge he needs so he can do lucrative work that is meaningful to him while making a positive 
impact for others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 2: What does your child enjoy most about their education, and why? 

Not much - sadly he struggles - but he will get there  

Special projects, activities, sports programs and the social aspect of school 

She enjoys the arts (music, drawing/painting, drama) because she is very creative 

They enjoy learning and challenging themselves to see if they are capable. 

My son loves to learn and loves being challenged. He thrives when he is not bored. He likes structure 
and routine.  

He enjoys the social and interactive aspects of learning. Really enjoys the social studies/social justice 
related topics, as it’s something he is interested in. 

Unique ways of learning, hands on learning and physical activity 

Socializing, math and PE 

Sports and science when presented in creative and exciting way. It increases interest and focus and 
instills confidence.  

His friends and being a part of the learning environment. He likes interesting facts and non-fiction 
stories.  

Learning a concept and then help others learn it as well. This is her nature. 

Leading in creative ways, getting out doors, physical activity,  

Nothing? Math and PE are the least bad 

She enjoys her relationships with her teachers and other students. She is very social. 

Achievement, respect of his peers and teachers, sports 

I'm not sure. He hasn't liked school for many years, though he is very bright.  

Positive learning environment with patient teachers  

He enjoys the social aspect, as well as seeing how he progresses through the year. 

Her friends, she is incredibly social 

Social aspects and new knowledge. She likes to feel empowered by both support of friends and the 
feeling of knowing and learning new information. 



Hands on projects. Doing and learning things that he is good at. Being active and learning things 
without knowing he did!  

Social engagement, physical activity, large, in-depth projects. 

She likes a challenge.  

Learning interesting things and having a good relationship with their teacher  

Their friendships and when they get rewarded for working hard and achieving. They enjoy the social 
interaction, and learning new skills. 

Gym and active learning - he really enjoys and excels in sports.  Project based learning about what he is 
passionate about.  Math and math enrichment groups 

My child loves math, science, reading and writing. She is often bored in math and would love to be able 
to work at a faster pace. She is a ferocious reader and is reading well beyond her age level. She is 
enthralled with Harry Potter, Rick Riordan (has read almost everything he has written) and other 
fantasy fiction authors. She is very curious and loves to learn. She also loves drama, music, and field 
trips.  

They enjoy the most is reading. They are developing a love of learning from a love of reading.  

My daughter is a self-admitted visual learner. She enjoys lessons taught by untraditional methods. She 
likes it when there are choices available to her in how she presents her learning.  

Interacting with teachers, friends and companions, investigation; he enjoys social interaction and 
information exchange in education. 

Freedom of choice, Hands-on learning, Projects, Field studies, Outdoor education  

My daughter loves her friends, art and drama as well as reading.  My son is more analytical and likes 
math and his peers but finds social situations uncomfortable most of the time.  Maybe if other ASD 
children could be included in the activities together they might develop closer ties and more comfort in 
social situations. 

He likes the interaction with others.  

Learning. My child has shown to be an engaged learner to date and I hope through middle & high 
school he continues to be.  

Group settings and learn new ideas, information and point of views 

My daughter likes to be challenged and likes to show that she can do it.  She likes to participate in 
classroom discussions and is eager to learn new things 



She enjoys achieving her goals. She loves projects. She loves sports teams.  

She enjoys reading, writing and doing project research. 

She loves the lightbulb. You know when the lightbulb comes on and you finally totally get a math 
concept you have been struggling with?... that is what she enjoys most! (And lunch!) 

He enjoys math, science and being physically active. He has enjoyed being a part of the leadership 
group at his current school.  

He’s not loving it right now sadly.  

Challenging himself in his school work, especially when he gets to use new media. The social 
interactions within a school environment. Some teachers "get him" and this drives him to work well, 
and enjoy it. He loves science. 

challenge, innovation, learning new things, science, working with others 

Motivated by positivity and encouragement, even when academic topics are challenging. Loves gym. 
🙂🙂  

Art, pe, being challenged, being recognized, nice teachers, friendships 

She enjoys learning about the world around her. She is especially interested in climate change. She 
enjoys using the computers to access information 

I think she enjoys discovering new things and finding success in mastering new skills. I think it gives her 
a sense of accomplishment. 

She enjoys seeing her friends at school. She enjoys out of the ordinary days where something different 
happens at school, like field trips, etc 

My child loves to learn, applicable learning ex he went to an engineering camp and was over the moon 
to learn under that type of format which was learning applications 

Right now, friends  

Social aspects of education 

He loves math, PE, being challenged by his teachers and friendships with his classmates. 

Hard to say. He is a pretty easy kid. He is good academically and athletically, but sometimes struggles 
socially. He enjoys things he succeeds at, like most kids. A positive learning culture is very important for 
him.  

My son loves to learn and understand how things (gears, engines, electricity etc ) work  



Arts and leadership.  

He's a natural leader and very mature for his age, he enjoys the company of older peers and adults, he 
has excelled socially being in the younger grade of split this year, he prefers to be helpful whenever he 
can, so he enjoys being given extra responsibilities and leadership positions.  

Math 

My son likes to learn, but he gets bored easily if the routine is too mundane. He needs to be inspired 
and interested.  

Both the learning and the social aspect of going to school. He enjoys learning about the world around 
himself and he enjoys being around his peers and having fun just lunch and social outings. 

My child loves his supportive teachers and has been very fortunate to have great teachers with open 
communication and varying teaching strategies.  

STEM, creative projects. 

Ability to learn new things. Loves planning. 

Friends, extracurricular 

- collaboration  
- team work 
- independence to creativity 
- fun goals as field trip to present project to viewers 
- opportunity to learn sports 
- being respected as an individual and being able to have a voice 
- learning through activities 
- having activities and sports available to join during lunch time, and before/after school to build 
relationships  

My daughter is most engaged and excited about learning when she feels supported and appreciated. 
She will try her best when she is in an environment where she is challenged academically.  

Unfortunately, my child/ren are not a fan of school. I do believe in my heart that this is due to their lack 
of self-esteem in seeing their true potential.  

Outdoor and physical activities. Socializing and gaining knowledge and skills that are applicable to real 
life. 

My daughter enjoys learning and being challenged. 

She says she likes her teachers best  



Sport activity because my child has a lot of energy and has pleasure to do it. And math because she 
likes solving problems and equations. And also she likes challenging work. 

She enjoys working on projects at school with her friends. She likes to be around her friends. She likes 
to learn new things and figure out how things work.  

Art 

Our son has become highly disengaged with learning and school and in the last year in particular has 
built up a tremendous amount of resistance to going to school. Our son is highly Kinesthetic who learns 
by doing. He loves meeting up with his friends, doing Science experiments, STEAM labs (littleBits 
Workshops), enjoys playing sports (PE), drama, and music - singing and dancing in particular. He 
practices and plays piano outside of school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 3: How might teachers create the conditions in school for your child to learn and be at their 
very best? 

No cell phones. 

Adaptability - provide additional challenges/ lessons for those that excel, and additional support for 
those that require a more hands on learning style. An additional support person (EA) in each class 
would increase the one on one teaching 

She learns by doing, not by listening, so having hands on classroom experiences would be best for her 

Be there to answer questions and work with them so they can excel in learning. 

My son loves teachers who challenge him educationally and provides support emotionally. 
Accountability is very important. Assignments are due when they are due. Grades need to accurately 
reflect the work that is being presented. And, he likes to be acknowledged when he is doing well. 

By having teachers who are good role models, who are encouraging and innovative about inspiring 
through different approaches and techniques. 

Ask the children what they are looking for and encourage thoughtful and constructive responses and 
then implement a handful of these ideas either through a testing environment or on a longer-term 
basis, engaging the children to actively participate in the implementation 

Be aware of his ADHD and put structures in place to support him, find alternatives for him to 
accomplish the work instead of giving him remedial work 

Recognize where struggles at and cooperatively create a plan to improve skills academically and foster 
an environment that celebrates diversity and social awareness.  

Understanding how and when to challenge him. The ability to weave social/emotional intelligence into 
learning and identifying/recognizing these skills in students. I love how the growth and fixed mindset 
has be integrated into his current classroom. 

Encourage asking questions. Currently I feel like kids are encouraged to not ask questions to give the 
impression that they are completely independent in their work. This seems to be the goal from the 
new grading system. Independence = better grades... at least in my kid’s mind. 

One on one time to make sure the understanding is there, I’m a little bit hesitant about the whole 
school being learning communities and hope that because of such large groups kids don’t get lost in 
the shuffle.  

Find how to get him engaged. School is important. Find that perfect hook for each student. 



A safe and supportive environment is very important to her and to us. I want her to feel comfortable to 
express herself and not feel intimidated to ask for assistance and support. I want her to have a variety 
of experiences. Classroom and other. 

Ensure disruptive children are not allowed or enabled to distract the teachers/students. Access to 
additional help if they are not quite grasping the subject/content if wanted or required. Honesty - you 
really need to work on this area type thing. Ensure safety. Encourage risk, acknowledge failure as a 
useful tool towards learning. Mutual respect - teachers, students, environment. 

Challenge those who are bright and capable of more. Also, not all students like project or problem-
based learning or group work either, though this is very popular now. Many actually like and thrive 
with "old fashioned," individual work such as worksheets or lectures. Therefore, ensure there is a 
genuine balance and don't push so hard for the "newer style" to excuse of the "older style." 

Visual aids  

Structured, approachable, open minded, provide lots of feedback, and fairness. 

If they had the time to give individual attention.  My daughter is an only child.  She lacks confidence but 
with support is very good 

Comfortable, caring, open and very supportive atmosphere that tells child they aren’t being a bother to 
need extra help but it’s expected or encouraged. True relationship building is huge. When a child feel 
cared for they will thrive. So teachers with experience to make this happen. 

Listen to him, be caring, and have patience. Create quiet spaces that are not overwhelming. Be open to 
different ideas on how he learns.  

My child is quiet and has a medical condition. I hope that teachers understand that he is dealing with 
this condition constantly on top of their expectations. He has special needs but hates to ask for special 
treatment. For my child anyhow, he appreciates quiet, structured classrooms and a teacher that makes 
it easy to ask questions because he finds it hard to ask for help. 

Limit some of the extensive group work. Not all but it can be difficult to coordinate if it’s in all subjects 
all the time. Less mass teaching as she finds it noisy and less effective.  

Understand each child’s learning skills and their personal life balances  

Minimize disruptions, smaller classrooms, install parameters that make them feel safe. 

Build trusting relationships with the students - my son is really shy and quiet 

Firm, fair organized, challenging and fun environments where students know exactly what is expected 
of them in terms of their behaviour and how their day is going to look and feel. Teachers who are well 
prepared and consistent in their teaching styles, project due dates and testing. Time outside and field 
trips to occasionally break up the everyday routine and engage in their community. 



Every child has his/her specific interesting in learning. For example, my son loves to build 
rocket/spacecraft to explore the unknown universe. If teachers can create a club that students who 
have same interesting can share ideas together regularly, it will help their leaning. 

An intentional balance between structure and independence. Her response is flexibility in learning 
space.  

Utilize a dynamic and creative approach to traditional subjects and the teaching of fundamentals. 
Integrate students on a daily level into teaching routines. Maximize one-on-one interaction as much as 
possible. Integrate physical activity into the curriculum in new and creative ways.  

Opportunity for one on one conferencing with the teacher, so my child is clear on strengths and areas 
for improvement. A teacher who is invested in getting to know my child. Have clear expectations and 
structure. Quiet work areas and areas for purposeful collaboration.  

Grade 6 was not a great year for both my daughter and my son.  My son has struggled since been 
assigned his CEA at the end of Grade 5...he flourished when given clear concise directions under a less 
rigid teacher.  My daughter needs a firm hand as she will slack off and read or draw instead of doing 
her work. Both of them need to develop a better independent work ethic. 

Allow them some freedom to think for themselves!! Also accepting that not all students learn the 
same.  

Teachers spend the time to understand his strengths and build on them and to understand his 
weaknesses and give him opportunities to develop further. As an example, he has been given the 
opportunity this year to learn a higher-level math than his grade and he loved being challenged. 

Structure, clear guidance and that he can approach teachers for help 

Structure in classroom, encouragement to exceed and to finish assignments at home if time at school is 
limited.  Proper tests to show students where they are at 

Be very involved. One on one inspiring and motivating. Allowing kids to use their passions to learn each 
topic.  

To provide opportunities for challenge, critical thinking, open minded dialogue. 

Most of all, I believe that teachers should be unbiased and inclusive of all students equally. In past 
experiences we have seen some students being treated VERY differently than others. Also, I think that 
teachers should set deadlines for students and not waver those deadlines. In the past couple of years I 
have heard the terms "soft deadline" and "hard deadline" for projects in my child's classes. I don't 
understand that.  

My son works best with a clear set of rules for students to follow. He thrives in a quiet work 
environment. He becomes very frustrated with students who speak out and are disrespectful to fellow 
classmates and students. 



Adapt to individual children’s needs.  

Support not just for the kids who are not yet at grade level, but also support for kids who are ahead to 
progress and also have opportunities to succeed at their personal best. 

Encourage thinking out of the box, pushing traditional boundaries, tying lots of different things, help 
youth understand value of technology, mobiles and tablets other than for gaming and social 
interactions 

Enthusiastic and positive learning environment that taps into and acknowledges strengths. 

If you have extending on the report card make it attainable, provide challenge and SOME choice but 
not all 

Access to technology. allow them to lead their projects based on their interests and how they process 
the material 

A balance between working with others and working on her own. A quiet, controlled environment. 

To celebrate the kids' individual strong points, but also for kids to understand that they don't need to 
be ashamed of their weaknesses- and to work on those weaknesses are just as important as to work on 
improving on their successes 

Make as much as you can applicable in everyday life 

Less celebrating and more learning.  No movies... maybe bring back debates and let their brains think, 
setting goals and actually expectations  

Lots of group work but also individual time to concentrate 

We have found that the flexible seating classrooms are not beneficial. I work in a school in town and it 
has not been successful here either. My son has been in a flexible seating class this year at AME and his 
knees hurt due to having to complete classwork on the floor. He currently sits at a table with a lounge 
chair which you would use at a soccer game. Please have traditional classrooms with proper desks and 
chairs. 

Stay positive. Pay attention to all aspects of a child's learning experience, including their social 
experience. 

My son enjoys a secure, calm, quiet, organized, structured and hands on creative classroom 
environment  

No split classes! 



He will tell them, whether it's starting a debate club, volunteering to help run activities, creating 
slideshows and presentations, he will present his next greatest idea to them and seek out the support 
to make it happen. Allow him the freedom and ability to make these things happen. 

Be available to assist and realize each child learns differently 

My son is an over thinker and worries about things like tests even though he always does well. I don’t 
think elementary or middle school aged children should be losing sleep over school work. I think 
children should be inspired and learning should be fun and through hands on activities at school during 
school hours.  

Listen to him and his team to provide an education that is taught to his understanding and not treat 
him lesser or expect something from him that he can't produce. Understand his limitations but allow 
him to fail like other students and learn from those failures. Treat him like everyone else. Teach outside 
the box, not a traditional classroom setting/ teaching. Allow feedback to be introduce to help the 
student be successful by his team, outside the school. To let his quirks be ok and not shut down and try 
and make him fit in. The fish in a tree analogy! Or Square peg in a round hole! 

Open communication. Not relying on apps all the time to communicate.  Varying teaching styles. Not 
every child learns the same or at the same pace.  Organization! Structure!!  

Advanced technology, with teachers who are knowledgeable and passionate about tech and empower 
the students to challenge themselves 

Exposure to great academics, school sports teams and band. 

Incorporating real life skill such as teaching typing, Google docs, computers, budgets and money 
management. I don't want my child to have a lot of homework unless they didn't use their class time 
wisely. We are so busy and it is not real life to bring work home (for most people). 

By creating a welcoming space that is calming yet uplifting, Body breaks/sports, positive feedback, 
giving independence while encouraging creativity, clear deadlines and tasks and reminders of them 

My daughter will rise to the occasion, it is best for her when the bar is set high and her teachers believe 
in her and support her as she needs.  

My son, my almost sixth grader, faces a few challenges in both his academic life and life in general. He 
has ADHD and therefore he learns and outputs in a different way then most. He is a smart child and is 
fully capable of doing what everyone else is but at a slower pace. He WILL get there, as long as he is 
given the right opportunity and time to do so. 

By recognizing that each student is unique and a teaching style may not be the same as a student's 
learning style and that doesn't mean that the child is not good at the subject or interested. Also by 
creating a positive environment where the student can grasp he big picture of purpose and why they 
are learning what they are learning. Otherwise they lose interest and motivation.  



Focus on keen students, and not all attention on the lowest common denominator. 

Freedom to explore different topics but with criteria and guidelines. She is fine participating in group 
work but actually thrives best in independent study 

By giving motivation and energy to the students 

Teach the kids to always question things. If they are always questioning and wondering they are always 
learning. Support any extra needs a student may have to allow them to succeed. Teach the kids real life 
skills so they can be prepared for life once they leave home (finances, cooking, etc) 

My daughter was bullied when she was at her previous school. Please keep these two separate as 
much as possible 

His piano teacher has been one of the most positive and influential mentors to him because of her 
approach. She is kind, funny and patient. The emphasis is not on how fast he masters something, it's on 
his unique skill development - in his time. He's also not compared to any other students so there is no 
judgement on his skill development. He gets opportunities to present his skills on stage 2-3 times per 
year in recitals in front of audiences. This builds his commitment to practicing between lessons with 
clear goals set for each recital and his self confidence in his capabilities grows every quarter. If only this 
approach could be applied at school.  The best conditions for learning for our son is hands-on training 
and discovery. He learns through doing, touching, and movement. He needs frequent breaks and 
options to tinker or move around when bored. He remembers complicated directions once he's acted 
them out and needs printed checklists and notes for class discussions and project outlines for review to 
ensure understanding. Small group discussions, role playing, writing and drawing all work best to 
engage him in a learning activity.  Ideally his teacher can demonstrate, diagram, point out, and 
encourage him to touch, trace, direct, rearrange, build, model or map a process so he has an 
opportunity to grasp the concept being taught. Create concrete opportunities to develop leadership 
skills throughout the middle years so he can build a portfolio of projects, in which he's contributed as 
part of a team and/or led to completion. Projects that are meaningful to his interests and gifts with real 
world applications.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 4: How might principals and vice principals create the conditions for your child to learn and 
be at their very best? 

Lead by example 

Open communication and involvement in the school and programs 

Creating clubs/groups where students with similar interests can work on special projects, offering extra 
support for students who are struggling 

Be there for support if they need it outside of their own teachers. Get to know the children and provide 
a safe learning environment.  

I would suggest a principal/vice principal needs to provide clear boundaries/rules and make themselves 
present, available and approachable. 

By being good leaders, making sure teachers are doing their best and kids have the resources and 
support that they need to succeed. 

listen, set boundaries on what is acceptable and what is not, be consistent 

Support parent engagement with teachers, for example, help parents understand how best to stay in 
dialogue with teachers — what questions should they be asking? Provide scheduling options outside of 
standard work hours, and please don’t make parents line up to speak to individual teachers at parent 
teacher interviews.  

Ensure opportunities for students to join clubs or extra activities are communicated to parents as well 
as kids, focus on teacher mental health and balance, supporting their learning regarding diverse 
student needs/challenges to empower them. Also, creating an environment where kids feel seen and 
heard when treated badly or when they have ideas to improve their learning environment.  

Create a culture that embraces equity and diversity. Students learn that there are different ways of 
knowing and doing and that there is beauty in that.  

Be approachable. Know every kid by 1st name. This will make them feel like they matter and worthy. 
Important. 

Be involved in the daily teaching, make sure that teachers are equipped to give extra help when 
needed.  

I feel that having a friendly yet respectful relationship with the principals is very important. 

Relay clear boundaries for behaviour and correct when required, lead by example, open 
communication with students. 

Ensure there is the chance for capable students to advance either in the class or in a higher grade or 
more challenging classes. I have only seen this by very rare, proactive teachers in all my three children's 



years of teaching. Be strict about cell phones, vaping, online and in person bullying etc. right from the 
beginning. No junk food, sugary or caffeinated drinks sold at school at all, whether at a store, cafeteria 
or vending machines. Have many sports available open to all students, regardless of skill level or 
background. I feel that at least until the older grades, middle school should be a chance for children to 
start a new, nearly free sport, rather than just the elite play at a high cost.  

Getting to know the students  

Be approachable, open minded, kind and fair.  

Help with accountability 

Support teachers and staff with what they need to support each student. Ensure the overall 
atmosphere of the school is one of nurturing and caring!  

Give teachers a chance to be creative in their own way. Within reason. Supporting field trips, 
welcoming guests that are experts in their own fields. Giving them support staff that can take some 
pressure off them. So they don’t get burn out...  

Expect maturity from the kids, knowing that they are still far from it. Place respect for each other, 
oneself and for valuable things at forefront. Appreciate one another’s uniqueness, provide opportunity 
for students’ uniqueness to grow or shine. 

We are not super thrilled with the acquiring, mastering etc if the child does not have a clear path to the 
extending laid out. Student May feel what’s the point of putting in extra effort if Es are rarely given out. 
Seems to punish kids who want to excel. Why get an M if you have 100% in math And answer extra 
questions. Way too subjective. Hope this can be addressed. I feel that the current marking system is 
fine if more clearly defined. Seems to all be up to the teacher to decide not mark based.  

Be an active participant with the kids and create a safe emotional environment.  

As the leaders of the school, I'd like the children to have a healthy respect for them. I'm not saying they 
should be feared, but all kids should highly respect that line of authority.  

Relationships again 

Clear boundaries and expectations from the start on what is acceptable and what is not and sticking to 
it. Again firm, fair, consistent messaging to students and the parents. Challenging the student body in 
their education pursuits, bringing volunteer opportunities to the forefront so students give back to 
their community, clubs, sports, drama, and music opportunities as well. 

I was impressed by the "7 habits" at AME. I don't know who creates this educational theme.  

Actively engaging in social situations. My daughter's response is that she hopes they will be easily 
approachable and caring.  



Stimulate respect, tolerance and interaction at the individual through classroom levels and beyond. 
Stimulate novel teaching techniques and new approaches. Diversify school activities as much as 
possible beyond the "fundamentals" level. 

Principals who show invested interest in kids, learn their names, and get involved with kids at lunch, 
being present. In turn a principal cannot be a child’s friend and must provide the parameters and 
structure in the building, so students feel safe and supported.  

Encourage, reinforce expectations, assistance as needed  

By ensuring they are not lost in the system. It is overwhelming for grade 5 students to be in middle 
school so young. It is intimidating to say the least.  

To create a safe environment to learn, make mistakes and make good choices. To create a culture 
where kids thrive in - opportunities to lead, be inclusive, clubs where kids can belong, feeling of being 
supported by staff and student peers, safe to express/form their opinions and be open to other 
perspectives. 

Class structure, clear goals and options 

My child should always feel welcomed to talk to the principal/vice principal.  Good communication with 
the parents.  

Be approachable. Treat the kids with respect and not baby them. Be on top of bullying.  

To create a platform for her to grow as a individual by introducing a inspirational speaker, discovery 
event, outdoor activities, arts program. 

First of all. this very survey is going to be a great map for you guys to use to create specific learning 
conditions. It shows that you care about being knowledgeable about specific family needs and desires. 
Every person learns differently and it says a lot to us as parents that you understand that by simply 
asking us in this survey. It is a simple thing to do but it is crucial for you to be able to "take the 
temperature" of the new school community. Secondly, I would say be present. Be available (with open 
ears) and spend more of your time on the school grounds and in the hallways than tucked away in an 
office all day. Kids love seeing and talking to their principals. I have a feeling they are going to really 
love the both of you because of your enthusiasm! 

Provide a quiet space for students to work. I understand this school will be a very open concept type of 
school and for my son this could be very stressful. An admin who is firm with discipline and not letting 
problem kids create issues for the other students in their classroom environment. I feel like the 
problem kids seem to have more rights than the children who behave and follow rules.  

Offer lots of clubs, sports and activities  

To support teachers in the above by providing opportunities for further enrichment for the "more than 
able students" for example math clubs as well as coding clubs to compete at all levels. Also, 



opportunities for the not athletic kids such as D and D and acting clubs etc to enrich creative thinking 
and expression. Enable the teachers the ability to enforce a school-wide expectation around mobile 
phone use within the classroom environment with clear repercussions and structure. I am for a phone 
as a tool in the classroom when it is used instead of a tablet or laptop. Lastly, clear expectations for the 
children surrounding the use of vapes on school grounds. 

Support teachers to think out of the box, encourage use of technology, mobiles and devices to support 
learning and growth. Encourage a stronger focus on academic competencies in a fun way rather than 
on sport and entertainment including investment.  

Clear rules with some level of autonomy. Learning was is acceptable/not as they head into teenage 
years. 

Provide leadership opportunities, make the kids feel appreciated, provide educational opportunities for 
teachers 

Make them feel confident and important part of the community 

Ensuring her safety, working with her teachers to ensure the workload is appropriate and the 
environment is conducive to learning. 

Create an environment without bullying. School should be a fun, safe place to go to 

Coming from Sask my oldest son in a high school of 1200, the principal and two vice principals knew 
every kids name!! That was huge for all kids to know they count and someone cares. My son has met 
with both the vice and principle while touring his current school and he was quite impressed. 

1 of each is fine  

Reduce cell phone use -- bullying -- promote inclusive education 

We would like the administration to encourage the best and most polite behavior from every student 
and teacher. We would also like to discourage teachers who might attempt to change or influence a 
child's political or societal views. 

Positivity, personal relationships with kids, objective observation of teacher/student relationships, and 
communication with parents 

Help classrooms be organized, structured, fun and creative places to learn  

Having and open dialogue and being approachable.  

He does better when placed with peers of the same age and older. He struggled, socially and 
academically, being the higher grade of a lower grade split, it took us 2 years to get him passed that. He 
needs a learning community that will push and encourage him, not just utilize his leadership qualities 
to help younger kids. 



Positive environment every student is treated the same, no bulling zero tolerance. Reinforce to treat 
others with respect and kindness 

I think principals and teachers should be listening to their students and not intimidating them, but 
supporting and guiding them and their learning.  

Listen to understand and not assume that adults know best. Listen to the child, the parents and the 
team supporting the child both at school and at home. Valuable insight and guidance can be learned by 
both sides to provide the child with the best learning environment to be successful at their abilities and 
pace, not necessarily OURS (adults) or what we think is best! 

Be involved and open door. Parents should be able to communicate and feel heard.  

Encourage creative, tech and leadership opportunities 

Not so much group learning/projects as the more academic kids feel burdened to do all the work for 
the group. Challenge each child where they are at to do their best. 

Act quickly on bullying with consequences. No tolerance. Help students develop people skills, how to 
deal with and work with people. We don't want "text book smart" with no real-life skills. 

Involve the students, maybe have a 'club' of students that can bring suggestions for improvement 
forward. Provide before and/or after school tutors/helpers with school work, provide a space where 
students can get together before/after school to work on projects. Principle and VP to be involved with 
the students through checking in during class time or sports to create bond and to make students feel 
more comfortable to bring concerns forward or ask for help. 
Have outdoor activities and learning 

I hope that principals and vice principals will know my child and have an open door for her. I hope that 
the culture of Canyon Falls teachers will be one that encourages children's strengths and doesn't 
diminish them or dismiss their aspirations.  

Continue to work with his IEP and set him up to succeed when placing him in particular classes with 
particular teachers that will take the time to see his potential. 

Motivational, positive, uplifting and encouraging. Relevant and understanding. 

Keep up the great work that you have done in making my daughter feel so excited and comfortable 
with your leadership. 

Just by showing you care.  

By listening the students and their point of view, and by making the rules apply 

Create an environment where everyone is working together to achieve a common goal.  



Please listen and follow up if there are issues. Please listen and do not make rash quick decisions 

1.Prioritize the importance of teachers building strong relationships with their students. This means 
teachers need to have time to talk to their students in and out of the classroom one on one to show a 
genuine interest in their growth, interests and struggles.  
2. Promote mindfulness practices and daily meditation for students and teachers. Create a mindful 
moment room with pillows and yoga mats and include yoga classes on the schedule.  
3. Teach essential social skills and emotional intelligence. Work with teaching staff, students and 
parents to identify essential behaviours and values such as honesty, empathy, respect for others, 
sensitivity, humour, reliability. Then create step-by-step routines to practice them regularly vs.one 
block of time or a program for a few weeks.  
4. Ensure teachers have access to the resources they need to create opportunities for students to 
practice real world creative problem solving. 
5. Advocate with clear communication for funding as required from parents and/or the school board to 
ensure our kids have access to tools and experiences that enable them to extend their minds, see new 
possibilities, engage their creativity and enhance their physical and mental capacities.  
6. Ensure the routines and rules that are in place to ensure a safe environment for our children to learn 
and grow are working effectively. Take swift and meaningful action when a serious issue occurs or 
concern is expressed and implement meaningful solutions. At the very least ensure safety issues and 
concerns are addressed for every student to feel safe in their learning environment.  
7.Share resources and information to help all members of the school community understand the 
specific ways in which every member can contribute to building a positive school culture - students, 
parents, teachers and administrators.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 5: As a parent/guardian, what would YOUR perfect school look, feel and sound like? 

Respect, high level of education 

Excellent school spirit, fostered by caring teachers/ staff. Create a welcoming place of learning so kids 
of this age (teens) want to come and see the benefits of classes. 

I like when teachers spend less time reading from text books and more time allowing kids to explore 
subjects in their own way 

My perfect school would be the teachers and other educational authorities would be aware of all 
children's needs and be able to address them accordingly. Not singling out one group. The children 
feeling safe to go to and adult and tell them what is going on around them without the fear of getting 
judge or getting into trouble. A stable learning environment of not just blanket teaching but using 
different ways to accommodate as many kids as possible. The children being held accountable for late 
or incomplete assignment and if the need to have home work. I have had one child go through middle 
school and I don't feel as if he was challenged to complete his work or even hand it in on time. 

I feel a school should be filled with chatter and laughter. All types of learning opportunities and 
learning styles should be offered.  

Clean, bright, modern facility that includes a combination of quiet spaces, interesting outdoor areas 
and classrooms that are well equipped and cared for. Ideally not composite classes. Teachers that are 
professional and really engaged in wanting to do better. 

Safe, engaging, fun, a learning atmosphere where kids willing want to go 

Be a place that’s emotionally safe and teaches them to be citizens of the world, supports leadership 
and collaboration as well as individual learning 

Lots of challenging opportunities: clubs, after school activities, community volunteerism, political 
Awareness, technically advanced, school spirit/pride/cohesiveness, enrichment opportunities that do 
not take place during breaks/lunches. Teachers and students need that break. Also a school that 
communicates clearly and efficiently with parents - monthly newsletters with details about activities, 
opportunities and developments. It would also be great to know about the teachers - all of them not 
just those that teach my child. To know their interests, focus in teaching, just knowing them a bit better 
than a name and email.  

Laughter, learning, and a place where students feel they are valued.  

Bright. Lots of light. I want the teachers to have expectations of the kids. There is right and wrong. I 
want accolades for success and discipline for poor behaviour. Basically, I want teachers to care a lot. 
When you genuinely don’t care, it’s easy to let’s things slide. So easy. NO DEVICES IN CLASSROOMS!!!! 



A place where my middle schooler can feel safe and not exposed to things that are above his age, 
where he learns in creative ways and can express himself and be challenged yet feel confident that his 
learning is at the pace that needs to be. Where academically strong kids are also put as a priority.  

Flexible workspaces, universal and inclusive teaching, sports are supported and offered 

Opportunity- Not just classroom lectures. A chance to use the senses...touch, site, sound. 
Encouragement to participate in projects, presentations, activities. 

That teachers KNOW their students, think individually about how best they learn. The school feels 
welcoming, parents and students are not just treated as a number. A community. 

A choice of older, out of style learning for those who prefer that, rather than just the dramatic 
pendulum swings. I would like to hear and see more of what the students do (and not online!) thought 
I would also like to ensure that the school is safe from intruders.  

Inclusive environment to all children  

Welcoming and structured. It would be terrific if the grading system made sense.  

Diverse, Positive, Empathetic, with importance still on learning 

Quiet, peaceful, bright, nice smells and lack of chaos feeling. Staggered lunches perhaps so less people 
in areas.  

Clean.  There is a heck of a lot of human traffic within a school. There needs to be a serious 
maintenance, cleaning budget.  More music playing. It brings out so much in people. During lunch, 
silent reading or whenever. I hope there is an amazing music teacher hired. Many different spaces. 
Cozy spaces to read, fun spaces to laugh loudly in so you don’t disturb others. Quiet spaces to learn in 
when you need. Lots or areas to run.  

Spacious, bright, safe and finished😂😂 

Like the look of the school. Open bright. Not a fan of opening two rooms to each other. Too noisy and 
difficult to hear. Experience from my son at OKM.  

Where kids feel supported by understanding what things are important to them. Also, a school that 
helps enrich their moral compass  

A safe place of learning and engagement that kids look forward to, where achievement is rewarded, 
and learning is the highest priority. I feel there is a lot of time wasted with unessential activities. 

Look - students and teachers working together, collaboration, engagement 
Feel - supportive, exciting 
Sound - learning that is focused, excited students presenting their learning in ways that are meaningful 
for them 



Students respecting each other and the faculty and vice versa, students and teachers engaging in 
education in a fun, healthy, curious way to support them in out of the box thinking, in a way that is 
innovative and exciting. A balance between, learning and movement. Minimal homework, so that 
students have a balance between, school, after school activities and home life. Healthy, happy, excited 
students. Kids wanting to go to school and wanting to learn. Teachers happy to go to work and wanting 
to teach. Administration and teachers working as a team in a healthy, supportive environment. Parents 
bringing well rested, nourished, adjusted, clean, supported children to school. 

In total, I would like our Canyon Falls Middle school to be a wonderful place for teens learning and 
growing up, and a remarkable place in their memories when they look back many years later.  

Modern, warm atmosphere with engaged teachers and staff so that no child ever feels unsupported or 
alone. Again, a nice balance between traditional structure and opportunities for children to explore 
independence and achieve self-efficacy.  

A natural environment, an ecosystem. 

Look- clean, organized, smiling faces, a sense of pride with artifacts and student work showcased,  
Students involved at lunch with games, clubs and sports. No phones at lunch.  
Feel-welcoming, friendly, accepting,  
Sound-buzz of learning, laughter, music, theatre, encouraging words, running in the gym,  

As above...getting to know each student and assessing their needs to develop learning plans.  

Friendly, open to discussions, laughter, encouraging, positive, safe emotionally and physically.  

Small group settings, lots of guidance, activities to keep students engaged so they do not have the 
mindset for bad behaviour 

Welcoming, encouraging, positively challenging, proud to be part of a team. I hope my daughter will 
have teachers and principals she will always feel comfortable to talk to and to ask for advice knowing 
her voice will be heard 

I’m pretty excited to see what Canyon Falls is shaping up to be. I know my daughter is very excited for 
this next chapter of her life.  

Well organized, artistically decorated, warm and friendly. 

Bright, safe, full of laughter and music and positive energy. A palpable excitement in the air. 

Clear outcomes and goals for the students to work towards. Zero tolerance for bullying. Firm rules that 
are carried out. Quiet work spaces for the students who want that type of work environment. A great 
selection of athletics to participate in. A great leadership program. The ability for students to work 
towards giving back to their community. A safe place for my son to go every day and become the best 
student and person he can be.  



One that caters to all learning styles and offers a wide variety of programs to excited kids.  

Streaming education abilities for kids to achieve their best but done in a positive way so everyone feels 
normal whatever their ability. A school that celebrates the Band kids' successes as equal with the 
Sports kids successes. A peer support system for the older kids to guide the new kids so the younger 
ones are not to feel intimidated. A school bus or a decent drop off and walk in point to cut back on 
parents driving.  Not the "speed dating style" of parent teacher meeting in the gym, I think it would be 
nicer to try it around the school and into the teachers' different classrooms. 

No physical School in the traditional sense, collaboration spaces, supported by virtual environments 
that meet more individual and personal needs through a more national and global network of youth 
bringing together children with similar minds, capability and interests. A one that adapts to the youth 
as they develop at a pace that meets their needs. 

Sounds corny but one that feels like family. My current school felt like this and we will be forever 
grateful for the team there and look forward to learning/growing within the new school. 

Kids strongly encouraged to join activities, inquiry, standardized reporting with the rest of the world 

Open space, focus on health and fitness and being active not sitting looking at their devices. Healthy 
foods offered, clean, technology that assists learning, opportunities for children to learn in the way that 
best suits them. encourage them to be active in their community and for them to learn about issues in 
the community. Teach them the importance of helping others by volunteering 

A positive environment where everyone is valued, has space to be themselves whether they are 
outgoing or reserved, and has a feeling of calm control. 

A place without fear and anxiety. Clean building, friendly staff 

Happy environment where kids are laughing at times and quiet and learning at times. 

Make learning fun and enjoyable, setting goals and expectations  

Somewhere my kids WANT to be 

Quiet with lots of light and lovely grounds. 

One where my child is given the opportunity to succeed, regardless of their strengths and weaknesses. 
(I don't mean medals for participation, I mean actual opportunities to excel in their area of strength) 

Safe, secure, fun, structured, organized, hands on, creative, include outdoor activities, adventure, and 
nature   
Inclusivity and fun learning wrapped in one.  

I am not a fan of split classes, I have researched them a lot, half-hazardly placing kids in splits is not 
beneficial. A multi-age/community model, if done properly, will push kids to excel in their strengths 



while developing their weaknesses into strengths as a group. Communication is also very important to 
me, I would like a school that communicates why, what, how and when they are, or are not, doing 
things. A lot of concerns parents may have can be resolved simply by appropriate and timely 
communication. I would like a school that gives kids the freedom to explore what makes them unique. 

Calm for learning area bold and colourful for arts and fitness laughter and silence when applicable to 
studies. 

School should feel like a safe place. Where everyone is accepted and feels like they have a place that is 
their own and a purpose to learn. Organized and without chaos. So students feel relaxed and free to 
explore and learn  

One that has true inclusivity, acceptance and fun. Inclusivity doesn't mean just include the child in 
programs/ activities, it means walking the walk and talking the talk. Have conversations with students 
about mental and physical health. Supporting and cheering on children both whom are academically, 
sporting and just general succeeding at things that might be hard for one but not for the majority of 
students. Making learning fun to fuel the love of always wanting to learn (in any medium) and know 
they have both a right to learn and access to learning. Foster communities of children that will go on 
and be change makers, in their own communities through social programs in the community. 

It would give students to rotate through classes giving them the ability to stretch and move before 
shifting into the next subject. Elective courses throughout the year to add variety and opportunity to 
try new things.  It would certainly not be loud!  I would want it to be a safe place for kids to go to and 
learn at. No bullying or teasing for how a child learns. Acceptance for the different learning needs.  

A tech campus  

School team sports, in Middle School ALL kids make the team. Acceptance of all kids and their gifts.  
Parent involvement. 

Safe, Fun, Smart happy kids that are thriving. No bullying or mean kids. 

- bright with lots of natural light 
- fun colours to give a calming/friendly, yet energetic feel 
- cafeteria 
- meeting area to eat and socialize (brighter colours, maybe music)  
- meeting area for study group and projects (calming colours)  
- outdoor space for 'hanging out'  

It would be Finnish.  Haha, I know we can't accomplish that but opportunities for outdoor and 
experiential learning are important. Music playing (instrumental or classical) in common areas or a 
student ensemble or jam session. A school that understands that behind all success is much failure and 
understands that getting something wrong can be an opportunity to learn. A school that encourages 
and welcomes diversity of opinion and is open to all. A library to explore and develop research and 
writing skills. Sports are important too! can't forget that. A variety of physical education.  



It would be a place where all children are understood and celebrated for their differences. It would be 
a place where children didn’t have to compete with others and truly focus on what makes them who 
they are and what they are good at as an individual. Inclusiveness is essential. They would also feel 
safe. 

A place of belonging not conformity. A positive, fun, free and respectful environment. Encouraging and 
driven. Inclusive and full of spirit!  

A place of learning where all students feel welcome and part of the school community. 

One that every child is valued for who they are. Their strengths are celebrated and they are 
encouraged to challenge themselves  

As a parent, I expect the school to be a safe and respectful environment with a lot of activities to give 
the opportunity to the students to gain the strength of teamwork. 

It looks pretty good already. Kids would feel excited to come to school and I hear kids laughing, having 
fun and working together.  

No bullying. Caring environment. Open lines of communication. Please involve parents and inform 
them. Fresh start! 

Our perfect school would look like a modern and architecturally stunning learning facility that uses 
nature as much as possible for play and outdoor learning areas. We see a community garden that is run 
by students, teachers and parents in collaboration. A field where sports and arts or cultural events 
happen. Inside we see floor to ceiling windows with lots of natural light flooding in, a music and theatre 
auditorium for plays and presentations, a well-equipped gym, we see 4D immersive labs, a number of 
maker spaces with tools and equipment, we see project learning spaces for collaborative work and 
independent quiet zones with learning pods for students to focus on writing or research. We don't see 
kids sitting in rows facing a teacher.  We hear teachers leading discussions on topics students are 
interested in and teaching math and geography in the process. We hear a teacher and a group of 
students practicing lines for a dramatic arts play. We see posters a group of students made to promote 
the Christmas play production of the Nutcracker (learning communication, graphic design and print 
production skills in the process). Nature sounds float through the air from the meditation/mindfulness 
room where a group of students are practicing yoga with their teacher. There are some students 
working in groups and some working independently with a group of teachers checking in. You can feel 
a state of presence. A state of calm. And the electrifying energy of minds learning, practicing, and 
growing.  Being in this space is uplifting and motivates you to want to grow. Where things you didn't 
think were possible before - become probable. It is a place where positive energy flows. It feels safe 
and impeccably clean. Being in this space feels like being a part of something bigger than ourselves. A 
community that is thriving on knowledge, innovation, and growth.  

 

 

 



 

Questions 6: How might the school and the community come together, partnering over time, to 
deepen and enrich student learning? 

Keep doing what you are doing. 

Access outside learning structures, tools and organizations to provide variety and expertise in topics. 

Meaningful field trips, guest speakers coming to the school, volunteer opportunities for the students 

I think maybe having events that bring out the whole community. Having fundraisers. Having people in 
the community maybe participate in some learning in a field that they maybe excelled in when they 
were in school. Let sports be coached by parent volunteers and not just teachers. Get the community 
involved in as much as they can. 

Parent involvement is definitely important. I have always been a parent volunteer in my kids' 
elementary. Middle school is also a great opportunity for this age group to get involved in the 
community with volunteer opportunities, etc.  

Educating students through matters/initiatives in the local community and wider communities. 
Teaching students that their education and being a good citizen is valuable. 

Engage children early in community activities be it volunteering or other, make them aware of the 
community resources and encourage them to reach out and utilize with these resources. Invite the 
community to the school, offer up resources from the school to the community  

Community outreach projects, giving days, community garden, living classrooms at senior centres, 
learning through experience and interaction: working on tangible projects, create context around 
abstract ideas 

Regular surveys by students on satisfaction with teacher, reasonable number of parent meetings 
outside of just PAC issues and awareness, solicit ideas for community partnering (community gardens, 
art gallery, sports teams, First Nations land visit, theatre network, UBCO writing, chemistry, etc, OC 
trades etc, and seniors, historical agencies) 

Bring relevant community stakeholders to come in for workshops or other types of engagement 
sessions (cultural, businesses, support services).  

Communication. Returned emails. Teachers and parents need to be honest with each other. Parents 
need to inform teachers of current situations and vice versa. 

I think it’s worth looking at studies that have been done in other countries what has worked and what 
hasn’t. I know you guys are an extremely bright group of teachers and faculty.  Two of our three kids 
have been in learning communities in elementary and it has worked out OK but that’s also because the 
teachers know and are confident in what they are doing. I’m a little bit hesitant as new teachers at 
Canyon will be put into this environment and not really know how to handle such a large group. Also 



keeping parents in the know has great value, as we want the best for them, want them to learn the 
most they can to prepare them for university.  

Perhaps getting the children involved in community projects. Volunteerism. Showing them how they 
can make a difference in the world. 

Events? Regular assemblies where parents could drop by and see achievements or talents celebrated 
and/or showcased.  

Service learning, to help children become part of the community and learn responsibility. In other 
words, volunteering in the community as part of their school work, whether individually or as a class. I 
would also like for my children to see what kind of jobs they might be good at or are available.  

Working together to have a safe, fun learning environment that is community connected  

Great question, I wish I had the answer 

Have students work on community projects. Go out and get involved and get community members 
involved at school. Seniors are a huge untapped resource in Kelowna. Get seniors involved in the 
school with a huge garden project! Have seniors come help students with homework if they are falling 
behind. Seniors had jobs once too and many talents use those talents to benefit the school!  
Roots of empathy had a huge impact on my girls. Why not have toddler time and have the students 
take turns organizing the classes for the tots. Organize schedules snacks and the mock pay structure 
that could be school bucks to be used for special events? This is hands on real learning and involves 
many people from the community in the school. Even better if it gives a busy mom a free hour to 
herself win/win. Join up with Parkinson Rec guide to advertise these opportunities!!  

Of course working together, supporting each other. Perhaps having kids volunteer for local businesses 
to help with mundane tasks. Instead of always asking businesses to give money. Giving them 
something back. Teaching kids to respect their community with planting flowers or picking garbage.  

Ask the students if there is one aspect of the community that concerns them such as the care of 
seniors, the environment, new Canadians. Get them all to be involved in one thing that is big to them. 
Let them make a big impact instead of a bunch of small ones. Let their caring become their school’s 
identity. 

Provide opportunities with college and university. Offer later labs, physical lab, human kinetics. Get 
exposure early. They could have grad students involved. Hope to hear back 

Create strong school spirit where everyone supports each other. Create extra events to create school 
spirit.  

One way is to place more emphasis on nightly homework. Both of my kids come home with literally 
nothing to work on at home, and so it's hard as parents to figure out what and how they're doing. 
Homework keeps us connected. 



Collaboration 

Volunteering, bringing in speakers from the community to speak on careers, homelessness, aging 
population, business, athletes, authors etc... field trips to symphony, art galleries, sports clinics, eco 
centers, farms, , clubs. After school activities, sports clinics, drama and music etc...  

Active participation between parents and students and the school staff. A technological solution (kept 
up to date) in place to support transparency and communication between the school and parents. I 
want to be able to read/see what is happening in my child’s classroom at a high level and then at a 
specific student specific level.  

If possible develop programs wherein students can participate in community-benefit programs; clean-
ups, gardening, senior assistance etc.  

Consistent communication.  School and community get togethers. Reaching out to parents for career 
days.  Parent-student- teacher committees for trips, or celebrations.  

Opportunities for open dialogue at all levels and often and in different forms. There is a new teaching 
approach introduced and it is important that we ensure it is meeting the needs for the children's future 
and preparing them to succeed whether that is post-secondary or not.  

I like how there is interaction between students from other schools, like the Trail running that they did 
for the grades 4-6, the Robotics etc.  

Community projects and good communication with parents. Maybe each classroom could have a 
parent/teacher meeting every 2/3 months. So, parents get to know each other as well. 
Homework protocols the student needs to sign 

Unique learning experiences that are optional for the children. For example, being allowed to do 
science fair with school support. Having sports clubs or academies. Having special interest clubs that 
are worth credit and achieve learning goals.  

Students could help organize community events and do more local service. 

Open communication and transparency between teachers, students, parents, and other members of 
our community. Generally speaking, if there is an open line of communication between parties, things 
tend to run smoother and come together. I have a very strong conviction about this. I have witnessed 
so much degradation in school communities because one or more party just didn't know what was 
going on or had second-hand information.  I see this is the last question and you have no place for 
comments, but, I just wanted to say we are looking forward to the new school and we are excited 
about the principal and vice! If there is anything I can do to help please feel free to ask me. I am usually 
available. Thanks again, for all you are doing to create a beautiful, safe learning environment for our 
children! 



Survey competencies and skills of parents to come into class (or out) and teach/inform youth. 
Encourage greater linking between youth and adults in learning i.e subject matters both youth and 
parents can attend and learn from. 

Family education, social activities, learning opportunities, athletics. 

Provide opportunities for all kids such as shop classes, art, languages, etc. in hopes that kids don’t get 
left behind 

I do not know. maybe speakers (professionals in the community) to teach them about areas that they 
are interested in.  

Possibly partnering with parents in various careers, coming to speak and/or having a career fair. Doing 
fundraising or some sort of effort to help a local non-profit organization (something that benefits 
others, not them). 

I think a program that teaches empathy and compassion benefits all in the community most of all our 
children. A sense of giving back ex. taking field trips not just to learn or for entertainment but also to 
give back like visiting and spending some time with old folks in homes. 

That’s a hard one.  I don’t believe in a lot what is going on at the schools.  Ex don’t study for your 
assessment (test) you can do it later. Kids have to fail in order to work harder and succeed. There are 
no do overs in life, sports etc . I feel that’s kind of a set up for failure for adulthood. And there is a way 
to stay confident and steer away from anxiety. No phones in school, only at breaks. So many 
distractions that cause all these high anxiety kids, it’s up to us parents and educators to get a hold on 
this and say no. It’s called boundaries. Kid actually respond to them well if enforced.  I hope our new 
school has rules and boundaries, fun education and learning environment, teachers that want to 
educate and don’t have to parent if there are boundaries set. Which elementary schools have them .... 
until high school. So thankful for a middle school :-)) 

Open houses and these types of surveys (if you actually honour the advice and ideas) 

Perhaps the school might have a day which the community and students could work on the school 
grounds (weeding, planting, etc.). Volunteering in the community would also be nice (races, events, 
etc.) 

The community needs to recognize the changing needs of families in the catchment, and not cater to 
the money. Kelowna is a weird town with lots of old money and old influence. Those families have a 
disproportionate amount of control over far reaching decisions about community resources. It would 
be heartening to see this change. 

Olin’s school, Dorothea Walker is doing a great job of involving the community in students learning. 
Farm tours, neighborhood walks, helping seniors (helping with yard work, snow removal) visiting 
seniors' homes, and helping the homeless are all great ways for students to enrich their education.  



Building friendships and experiences. Teaching kids how important community is.  

My husband has volunteered, providing mock job interviews, giving tips to kids about what to expect 
and what to work on. Bringing in real world environments, teaching kids what life is beyond the doors 
of the school and how to apply what they are learning, is crucial, even at this young age.  

PTA can put on functions and have nonmembers participate 

Field trips into the community are always great. Letting kids get outside of the school to explore and 
learn. And guest speakers or entertainers in the school always inspire my children.  

Working together as 4 groups; students, academics, parents and community programs. I think it is 
important for students to recognize that as they move through middle school, that they have an impact 
on other students and their community and the people whom live in it. Academics is important but so 
is emotional intelligence and social justice. This will give students a great start to being change makers 
in the future and taking all the theory that teachers teach in class and putting into practice in the 
communities. This would need to happen with the support and guidance of teacher, parents and 
community groups to work together, put differences aside and provide opportunities for kids to go out 
and really be part of their communities. Once kids are given this type of responsibility, majority will rise 
to the occasion and will embrace it to do good. This then has a direct connection back to the school, 
fostering a higher "I want to learn and participate" experience for the students. 

Having academies out in the community.   Volunteer work out in the community.  

Bring in leaders in the community in the different fields to speak with the students. Bring in specialists 
to teach the students in stem fields. 

Parents being involved  

Public Safety, extra-curricular after school opportunities at the school, area of career interest 
opportunities, i.e. visit large employers like the City 

- Provide after school activities not only for students but for the community (maybe through City of 
Kelowna?)  
- Have 'open gym' time for the public 
- Involve students in the community by getting them involved with future planning of trails around the 
area and well as maintenance 
- outdoor hikes and bike rides for students to get to know their community 
- Social responsibility of helping the community by planting, shoveling, picking up garbage, or whatever 
may be needed 

Perhaps the school and parents can find opportunities for students to establish long lasting 
partnerships with the community. Hopefully an endeavor where students can engage in an authentic 
volunteer or work experience that can enhance learning and is in line with the curriculum. A class 
service project that the students want to take part in. This could also offer opportunities for leadership 
and legacy for the school. Annual clean-ups, playing board games with the elderly, participating in the 



food bank. What problems do the students want to solve/ what opportunities arise in the scope of that 
interest?  

Focus on each child individually (although I realize this is no small task with so many students). Put 
together a wide array of things for students to participate in so they can do what they are passionate 
about and excel in, IE: sports, music, drama, computers, dancing, social media, learning mindfulness, 
etc. Let them succeed. I also realize that these already exist but we can always do more. We owe our 
children more. My child for instance isn’t all that sports inclined and because of that and the emphasis 
put on playing sports as a boy, he feels less then. And finally, we need to teach them how to live AFTER 
their school career and once they are out of their parents' home. How to budget, how to do their taxes, 
etc. This is the real-world knowledge I happen to think that our education system in Canada lacks 
almost entirely. If the teachers aren’t trained in these ways to provide this, bring in people from our 
community that are. Why can’t we all be a part of the village?  

Creating a sense of belonging, having motivational speakers- visionaries. Events and initiatives that are 
giving back to the community. (Macro perspective, humanitarian type initiatives.) Business and 
innovation opportunities for students.  

Open and regular dialogue and communication. 

Your meetings are a great start. Some social events, especially early on 

Work with and communicate with the parents so we can all be on the same page to create the best 
students we can. Make sure there are areas where parents can participate and help. As parents we 
want to be involved in making our children the best they can be. Parents are an excellent resource for 
real work experience and learning.  

Allow kids to openly ask questions. Make kids feel listened to and respected. No demeaning behaviour 
or aggression. Please have sessions integrating patents into the culture of the school. 

1. Host guest speakers at the school for TED style talks about topics that matter to our entire 
community (mental health, financial literacy,  
2. Introduce a program (in school or out of school) to begin teaching our kids about money so they can 
develop their financial literacy in middle school before they get to high school. Use real world problems 
to teach this - savings, inflation, basic interest calculations, budgeting, mortgages, debt/credit.  

 

 

 


