
 

CMS Student Interviews:  Responses* 

* Note, that these interviews were written transcriptions from conversations with three 
students at a time. 

Question 1:  What are your hopes and dreams for your life outside of school? 

Get a good job.  Keep working toward my goals - good job and have a good family and all that stuff.  A 
good paying job.  I want to be a hockey player and a soccer player. 

 

I want to be involved with animals and working with friends to do charity work.  Did donations for the 
food bank and for animal rescue places.  I am a big person with helping re poverty.  Global 
schoolhouse, and fundraisers.  I want to help people.  I want to be a medical person and help with 
others.  I really like to bake and cook as a hobby.  I want to have good grades and get into a god 
university and college, and get into a sports scholarship.  I want a simple life, and have it be easy.  I 
don't know what I want to be yet, but I don't have a plan yet.  I want to have flexibility.  I want to 
create things.  I want to be a house designer.  On the crafty side of things.  Something to do with 
math.  Work in a bank.  I want a dog.  I like to do leadership stuff.  I enjoy my sports.  I would be 
flexible with my sports and do a good job.  A business kind of thing.  It's hard to explain.  I want to be 
free with my time, and get some work done.  I do dance gives days a week and want to pursue that.  I 
want to go to university so I have something, even if don't continue with it.  I can branch off.  

 

I want to go and travel to exotic places.  I got this book which was a giant atlas and there are some 
cool places I would like to visit.  I want to be a lawyer; my sister says I am really good at arguing.  I like 
fixing problems and engaging in problems.  I am still making up my mind. 

 

To grow up to be a professional soccer player and a football player. I want to play on the BC girls 
hockey team this year, but didn’t make it this year.  I would want to go to university to play football.  I 
would like to learn more in university and there are soccer teams to get better at.  I would want to go 
to hockey university so I could coach younger girls - I know there are not a lot of girls wanting to play 
hockey. I might want to be scientist - I like science.  I like in our class doing science because I like 
knowing about new things.  Experiments and stuff. 

 

I want to be a zoologist or a marine biologist.  I haven't figured that out yet.  I don’t want to make up 
my mind.  I have no ideas, but that’s because I want to have lots of options.  I want to be a chef or a 
basketball player.  My dad won a championship for basketball and he owns a restaurant in town.  I 
would like to get a hockey scholarship.  I don’t know yet.  I think there is a scholarship for biology or 



maybe cooking too.  My family cooks a lot.  I want to get good grades.  I would love to get a 
scholarship for cooking. 

 

I want to go to university and play sports.  I would like to play hockey in university.  I would probably 
want to have a good job.  Have a store.  I like professional skiing.  University or college.  I would like to 
go to university or college.  I like basketball, but would like to play sports later in life and enjoy.  I 
would like to take some basketball courses.  

 

University for basketball in the states.  I don’t really know.  I would want to go to university but not 
sure what for.  College or university but no clue.  I would like to go into the restaurant business. 

 

Everyone keeps asking me that question and I don’t know.  I would want to be a chef or a waitress - I 
love cooking and meeting new people.  I love making desserts.  And the middle school will have a 
cooking room.  I want to be an MLB player or an engineer.  I love baseball and I’ve played if for four 
years.  I want to be an engineer, like my dad.  I would like to also would like to take over my dad’s 
company (contracting) because he builds fences and stairs and decks.  I have helped him and I liked it.  
I might want to do a job for art, making sculptures.  Maybe.   

 

Be a successful business person.  I want to make a difference in the world.  Work on global goals to 
help the world.  I want to help people to be more kind and stop littering and so the environment is 
good.  I want to have a career with something with the arts.  Maybe be an actress or a painter or a 
dancer.  I want to be successful. 

 

To be an engineer.  It is a hard-working job because you get to have fun, be creative, and think outside 
of the box.  You get to use tools like a welder, or a torch to weld things together.  You use mechanics 
to make things move and walk and talk.  You can make a company out of it and can help people, make 
things that entertain children, or help out around the house.  Could be many different things to help 
people in their lives.  There are a lot of jobs out there and I don’t know yet.  There are lots of jobs that 
can help you learn (make an app) instead of building things you can use.  Technology is becoming a big 
thing in the world.  And lots of things are using it now.  I also want to follow my dad in making his own 
business - boss of insurance company.  I want to start a business.  I want to do something I like doing.  
I want to be happy.  And now people are joining clubs and playing video games and getting paid 
thousands of dollars.  Parents and teachers don’t encourage video games.  And they can help you do 
stuff.  I find that super fun and it tells me things I can make out of materials.  

 

Hockey player.  I want to become a professional player, getting into the WHL.  I am hoping to get a job 
at a fast food place and starting a career as a soccer player.  In grade 10 or stuff like that, I can start 



playing soccer again and I might make it to the world cup.  I would like to keep playing flag football 
because it’s fun, and I want to be a waitress, and then go to college for 11 years to be an emergency 
room physician.  I wanted to be that because of the show untold stories of the ER.  It looked exciting 
and solve puzzles (I am good with that), and you need to do a bunch of things and go to university for 
a long time. I want to become smarter.  I am hoping to do college and university to play soccer too.  I 
want to work hard and get a lot of money to retire sooner.   I have changed from scientist to 
construction worker to not knowing. 

 

I don’t have a set mind.  I want to do something that memorable and I would be proud to do that.  I 
want to accomplish something and not just do fast food.  I would work hard.  I have always loved 
space and physics and how the universe works.  I would be thinking along the likes of astrophysicist, 
astronomer, space, etc.  I don’t really know what I want to do.  I want a nice job, and enjoy what I am 
doing.  Something I am proud of doing.  I don’t want to be bored every day. 

 

I want to be a teacher.  And an author.  I’m not sure what grade I want to do, but I want to be both.  I 
want to not be lost in what to do at school.  I want to know what I am doing afterward.  No idea right 
now.  I want to work for the CIA.  I want to help the government.  I want to go to university.  A good 
university?  UBC Vancouver.  Maybe Manitoba.  I want to catch on for my parents jobs as accountants. 

 

I would like to be a youtuber because I see that a lot of people watch youtube and they get money, 
and I kind of want to start something easy that I can make money off of.  If I have enough money, I 
would open an art store to sell - cartoons or realistic art.  I want to go to university to college to dig 
deep into anything I am interested about.  I don't know about what yet.  My dad has a company, and I 
might want to work for him.  He fixes and builds houses. 

 

Go to a really good college.  I would probably take some tech classes.  Science classes.  I might do the 
athletic college and go in for sports.  I would like to like to go to a college in New Zealand because my 
family is there.  I would like to study soccer.  I would like to be a pro soccer player.  I am really in to 
soccer and swimming or a cook.  My family is really into cooking and I love it, Czech foods.  I would 
like to do 3D printing and coding. 

 

To go to a good university to save up money.  I kind want to go to UBC-O to get free laundry at 
home.  I am probably going to university or college, and I am thinking of being a doctor.  Thinking 
about college, maybe doing interior decorating.   

 

I want to be a chef or be a pro rodeo star.  My dad was more into the rodeo so I get it from him, and 
he used to have a horse (in Calgary), and my mom and dad are building a winery on our property.  I 



want to work there.  I don’t know what I want to be.  I want to be a mathematician or a veterinarian.  I 
even like rats.  I love math because it’s a different language and it’s so cool, and you can learn so 
much about it.  I also want to work for NASA.   

 

I want to be an astronaut.  I want to be a pilot too.  I want to go to the moon or somewhere else.  I 
want to become a doctor because I want to help my parents out.  We went into a car crash and my 
mom’s back is hurting and I want to help her out.  I love playing basketball and want to play in 
university.   No clue where yet.  When I am done, I want to become a really good dirt biker.  I want to 
be one of the best and practice a lot.   

 

I want to be a professional soccer player.  I want to go to university to play and be better and try the 
hardest.  I want to keep training for motocross so I can be a supercross racer.  I kind of want to be an 
actor - I want to be a movie actor.  Something with Marvel.  My dad is a professional tennis player so I 
want to do that too. 

 

I don’t really know because there will be lots of new opportunities because of tech.  I want to 
accomplish playing in the NHL.  That is why I am going to the gym and working toward that.  I want to 
be a professional soccer player, but I don’t feel like going to college and university, but if it helped me 
become a pro, I would.  I would want to start a business.  I am not sure yet, but usually I start my own 
business now (grass mowing or driveway shoveling).  I want to make a lot of money.  I want to start a 
business too.  I would want a side business for extra money, like starting a gym.  To help people work 
out.  I want to have a happy future.  I want to help around our community and figure out how to solve 
what’s happening now like global warming and animal extinctions because it is getting hot out.  I want 
to solve what’s happening.  Being a scientist. 

 

I want to be a soccer player; we want to be hockey players.  I want to get a college degree, but not 
sure what.  I haven’t thought much about where, but North Dakota because they have a good hockey 
team.  I want to start working in a couple years.  Work at fast food to make some money.  Me and my 
friend started a business where we cut lawns. During the winter and spring/fall, I usually rake people’s 
leaves or shovel driveways.   

 

I want to be a basketball player. I want to go somewhere to become really good and win a 
championship.  I also want to be a basketball player and go to UCLA and go to Oklahoma City.  If that 
doesn’t work out, I would like to work half-time in the army and the other time to be a historian.  I 
want to be a baseball player and go to school in the states.  Go to a smaller school in the states.  If 
that doesn’t work out I want to be a police officer.  My neighbour is a part-time history teacher and a 
military person and he has lots of WWII books and I like to study that.  If basketball doesn’t work for 



me, I would be an engineer.  I want to build a bridge or construct a building.  My dad is an engineer.  I 
would maybe be a firefighter.  He isn’t a firefighter any more. 

 

I want to still be into athletics and I want to get a good college or a university.  I want to be a vet or 
something like that.  I would like to get into a good university so I can get a good job.  Usually that 
leads to a good life.  I would want to take architecture.  Same as everybody else, I would like to be in 
university or college and become a vet.  One of my goals is to Canadian women’s soccer team.   

 

I want to be either an NHL player or play Jr A or B hockey.  I want to be on the Kelowna Rockets.  I 
want to be a marine biologist and study marine animals when I am older.  Dolphins, orcas, and whales, 
and fish.  After I graduate I want to go to university and become a veterinarian.  I want to take 
business so I can have my own hospital.   

 

I want to be a soccer player.  FC Barcelona. I would try to get a PhD. I would be a lacrosse player in the 
states and get a scholarship.  Probably New York.  I don't know.  I might want to go to UCLA 
gymnastics. 

 

I would be a vet.  I love animals.  I would be a hairdresser.  My mom is a hairdresser with her own 
shop.  I would want to start a sport clothing store.  I like doing sports and running a business.  I would 
also want to be a vet as well. 

 

I want a good job and a good family.  I want a good life.  I am going to use life to my advantage.  I am 
going to be open and do stuff, instead of sitting in a room.  I was hoping to become and engineer 
(aircraft), college or university.  I want to be a doctor.  I want to be an autism specialist.  My brother 
has autism so I want to help people with that.   

 

I love basketball and I want to try to make it to the NBA if I could.  I want to see if I can make it to the 
college league for basketball.  I would aim for UCLA or Duke.  I want to go to OU and I want to go and 
play football there.  It would be my second time on a select football team. I would want to be a 
dentist if I don't make it into football.  I want to make the NHL after graduation.  I don't know about 
university, but maybe Boston University.   

 

To get married.  I don’t want to be single forever!  I want friends.  I want to move in with my friends.  I 
want to work at a restaurant.  It seems like a lot of fun.  I like the brewhouse, and I would work there.  
I want to be a person who goes around the world rescuing pets.  My dog was rescued from Manitoba.  
I want to be an activist.  I think I might want to go into acting for school and do movies or shows.  Or I 



would want to work at a spa or something.  Or Starbucks.  I want to travel the world with my dad.  I 
would want to go to Hawaii.  I want to go to Italy because it seems fascinating.  I like travelling places 
and I like Italy because of pizza.  I would want to meet new people and travel.  I want to go to Korea 
and the Czech Republic.  I want to try and live my life as long as I can.  I might want to go to Hawaii 
and travel with my friends, like a girl trip. 

 

I want to be a champion horseback rider or a pro horse trainer.  I ride in a barn and they do lessons 
and we learn as we go.  I want to be a stylist or a clothing designer.  Someone who does art and sells 
it.  I like expressing my personality through art.  I would like to be a photographer.  I like cameras and 
taking photos.  Sometimes when I look a photo, I can feel what it’s trying to tell.  I want to move to LA 
just because I love the city and the style.  I want to live in China for a few years because of the clothing 
and the styles and trends.  I want to live in the UK.  I want to learn Spanish. 

 

I want to be a professional athlete.  Or an entrepreneur.  My dad owns high end steak house in 
Vancouver and we also own a pizza restaurant, and I am interested in that.  And if not, I would be a 
lawyer.  My interested for my job is to be an investment banker.  I am good with bankers and am good 
talking with people.  They really like me.  I would like to move into a house on a lake in the woods 
because I love wilderness and fishing.  I want to be an athlete for the NHL.  If I don’t make that, my 
dad buys and renovates houses and I would do that.  I want to make money and so I can do stuff with 
my family, so I could have a nice family.  I would like to win the 450 class for $1m dollars.  I would like 
to pay for my family and be successful. 

 

I want to go to college.  I want to go into interior designing and architecture.  I also want to go to 
college when I am older, or university.  I don’t know what I want to do, but I want to open a 
restaurant or a bar.  I would want to go to university.  I like to cook, I like to program, I like to do a lot 
of stuff.  I am not quite sure yet.   

 

I want to be a lawyer.  I want to go to university.  I am not sure why.  I want a lot of money.  I am really 
good at arguing.  I want to be an actress because I love acting and singing.  I have been in multiple 
plays.  I would need to go to university.  I want to go to Vancouver for acting school.  I have family 
there, so I have places to stay and visit.  Maybe an astronomer.  I love science and math and space.  I 
want to be the star of the show.  I want to get a lot of money.  I want to be comfortable to live my 
life.  I do not care about lots of money.  If I had the choice of being poor with my family instead of rich, 
I would choose to be poor.  I don’t want to work fast food.  I want to get a good job.   

 

I want to volunteer around the world.  I want to travel.  My dad travelled a lot and I want to do both.  I 
am not sure what kind of volunteer work.  My mom builds houses for families and I would like to do 
these things.  My parents like me to look out for those, food and shelter.  I want to go to a good 



college and go to a law school.  Or an interior designer.  Have a good family and be smart.  Instead of 
travelling I want to be a mechanic and stay on my dad’s farm and sell cattle.  I am thinking of being a 
mechanic or a designer.  I want lots of dogs.  I really want to do college or university.  I want to get 
educated. 

 

Good life.  I want to be successful.  At everything, a good job and all that.  To get a job.  I have no idea 
what I might want to do.  I don’t really know.  Get a job and possibly become a parkour teacher.  I 
don’t know. 

 

Professional soccer player.  I have played soccer for 7 years.  Or a career.  A good career with 
sports.  Physiotherapy or a gym teacher.  I am trying to get a good career that has a good 
salary.  Working hard is important because that will help me a get a good job.  My original plan is to be 
a Lego builder, but now an engineer.  My whole family is about design, and I might want to be an 
interior designer.  I want to travel a lot.  I have always liked Hawaii, I have been Mexico.  I wanted to 
go Tokyo.  I want to volunteer for the navy league and sea cadets.  I want to help out and things will 
grow as I volunteer.  I want to volunteer with the SPCA.  I love animals.   

 

I want to go to university.  I want a good university that can help me do what I want to do with my life, 
not just stuff that other people want me to do.  I want to go to university with a good computer 
programming program and become a software/software engineer.  Depending on what I choose.  I 
don’t want to be the boss of a company because that would be bad, I personally want to be more lone 
software developer.  I want to go to an American college (Georgia State) to play football.  And play in 
the NHL.  I want to become an interior designer or a chef.  If coding doesn’t work out, I might want to 
join the air force.  If the NFL doesn’t work out, I would because a teacher because I like little kids. 

 

I want a good university to get a good degree.  It could be any degree you could be passionate 
about.  I want a good degree.  I am passionate about technology about how it’s advancing.  I am 
passionate about sports (soccer, hockey).  I would want to get scholarships so I can help pay for my 
school.  And I might think about engineering, environmental engineering.  I might want to be an 
electrical engineer or a computer engineer.  Anything that deals with technology.  Maybe interested in 
robotics and Lego robotics.  When I leave high school, I hope to have fun at university and work hard 
and be challenged.  I want things to be fun and challenging.  A balance of both. 

 

I want to be a medical engineer.  They build equipment for people with bad conditions and they help 
to heal.  I went to an engineering camp at spring break and I really liked it.  I don’t know.  I kind of 
want to be an electrician because my dad is one.  I kind of want to carry on my dad’s business.  I think 



that becoming an electrician is hard, but at my age, we can start learning. Not sure because I haven’t 
really thought about it much. 

 

I haven’t really thought about that.  I plan on a good university.  I might take sciences.  I like arts.  Me 
and my friend make plans for the future, and I want to be a doctor or a nurse.  I have three top jobs, 
but I am not sure yet.  An artist, an engineer, and a doctor but not sure.  I want to get a scholarship for 
a sport, hockey maybe, and go to a Canadian university.   

 

To be successful and make lots of money and live in a mansion.  Being nice is really important and 
making people happy.  I can be inspirational and do the right thing.  I want to have a good job as a hair 
stylist or baker.  I want to travel.  I want to go to Italy.  It is old and in Italy, there are stores and art.  I 
am only in grade 6 so I need to make that decision when I get older. 

 

When I am older I want to be an interior designer.  I want to have kids.  I want to have a car.  My mom 
and dad are friends with a famous interior designer, and I would talk to her about getting into interior 
design.  I have no clue.  I don’t know.  I want to be a track athlete when I graduate and I want to help 
coach the JD group here in Kelowna.  I might do some rugby.  I hope to go to the Olympics for both 
sports.  I want to go to a foreign country.  Europe.  English, Wales, etc.  I want to go to college 
somewhere like Victoria, somewhere that is nice.  I would travel to Australia.   

 

I would want to make a makeup artist.  You take classes and you learn how to do things correctly.  I 
would need the skills to go into Instagram and get clients.  I want to become a falconer and to work 
for the coast guard.  I would need to do classes to get my falconer’s license and you can feed raptors 
and can work with them if they are hurt.  I want to be a professional soccer player.  I will work hard, 
train all day.  I would think about school and getting a scholarship. 

 

I might want to be a lawyer.  I am pretty good at arguing.  You would have to go to a school.  I want to 
be vet.  I would want to be a vet for dogs.  I would want to be a neurosurgeon.  I would need to pass 
my mcat, and then go to medical school.  I want to get five dogs.  I might want to go to Olympics for 
swimming. 

 

 

 

 
 



Question 2:  What do you enjoy most about your education, and why? 

I like being with my friends.  I like learning about topics, and I want to go further.  Same with me.  
When I am interested in a topic, I want to learn more about it.  I really like the Apple Bowl day.  
Practicing is awesome and fun; cool experience with track and field.  I love activities like sports.  And 
it’s even better spending it with your friends.  It’s fun to compete.  One day I was leaving for a golf 
tournament in Seattle, and the whole class wished me luck. 

 

I like my socials - learning about poverty and stuff.  I like it when I get work periods and I can work 
during that time and due dates that I can work with.  I like having the freedom.  I like how we are all a 
community.  All the grade 6s are a community so we can connect with friends in different classes.  Our 
teachers are good with our time management.  We get the right amount of time, and knows that we 
all learn different.  Then she puts it all together.  I feel like everyone is at different levels and have 
different schedules so having more flexible times.  I like the fact that we also have work to do 
(structure) too.  When things are explained in different ways so students can understand how 
different groups work, how partners work together in levels.  Not being a know it all.  Good group 
works.  Teachers will take time for us.  Friends in other classes is important.  I don’t need to see them 
that often.  Different friend groups to connect with and field trips to work with other classes.  It’s not 
just fooling around.  We don’t want to exclude people.  We are one big community here; we have 
little buddies in different grades and it doesn’t seem different and it doesn’t feel different.  I also like 
how in gym we learn different things every term and improve on it.  Even if you don’t like something, 
but I realized over time how fun it is.  Our teacher loves sports and then we love sports too.  And how 
she teaches it gets us more involved.  She says it’s her favourite grade and is open to sharing and is 
flexible in the gym.  I had a dance competition and I leave today, and she gave me work and was 
flexible if I don’t have time.  I feel more comfortable getting work.  Otherwise it’s hard to catch up.  I 
was in a lunch to get ahead. 

 

I enjoy this program where I go for extracurricular activities where we do math challenges.  I really like 
this because the math I do in class in not challenging, and I like that challenge.  I like how they make 
learning fun.  We get to work with partners which really helps to share ideas and stuff and it is easier 
to work with and stuff.  I really like Gym and DPA - we used to have gym once a week and no time to 
play, and I like how we get to play outside and have gym.  We get to play in teams, and being 
competitive.  I really love badminton.  I really like teacher; she is really supportive of everything you 
do and she tries to equally distribute your thoughts to share with all the kids.  If there are 5 kids who 
put up hands, she will help all of us.  I really like how she has us improve our work (refining, mastery, 
etc.) and she gives comments on how to improve. 

 

I like that we get a good education but we also get to be with your friends.  Now that we are with our 
friends we can talk with them during recess or during class if we’re with them.  Even if we’re together 
in class, we can have the time to talk and work with them.  I like how the learning community is this 



year.  I have lots of my friends in different classes, and I get to see them when we collaborate.  Gym.  I 
really enjoy PE.  On Fridays we get to sit with our friends and get choice.  The rest of the days we have 
seating plans.  I like it when I was doing SS - it was fun because we got choose.  Same as integrated 
studies because we got to choose WWII instead of residential schools.  I like that the teacher is nice.  
She likes to be funny.  I usually wake up and ask “do I have any fun subjects today”.  I like it when it’s 
hot lunch and pizza.  I like being with our friends from time to time - those that will work well 
together.  And I like that for fun, we do fun math games and she mixes it up.  It helps our brain if we 
don’t get it. 

 

When I come to school it is fun to learn.  We are not scared to ask for help.  If you have a teacher who 
is strict or not nice, it’s hard to ask for help.  I feel comfortable to ask for help.  We get to do fun stuff.  
Our teacher the other day, we did this cool hangout with Dr Knox, and they asked us what we wanted 
to do with UN goals.  We had options about what we wanted to do.  We could do projects or 
presentations or do field trips.  It’s really open.  Friends are important.  I used to not like Math, but 
now they make subjects more fun.  It doesn’t even feel like we’re learning - we did a Taco truck 
activity and it was real life and it helped.  We had visual ways to learn and it gave us business skills 
too.  I like that we have freedom to roam the school.  In middle school, we will get to do fun stuff.  I 
want to go and have that experience.  I get homesick, but otherwise I would be pumped about it.  It 
sounds really fun.  

 

I like learning with other kids, especially in big projects.  I did a science project with other kids, and it 
was about planets.  We work on google slides and then we had a big presentation at the front of the 
class.  I like getting good marks and pushing myself to get good marks.  I like to work with groups to 
find out about others’ learning.  I like to learn new things to prove my parents wrong.  I like history.  
The Canadian videos where we learn about history is really interesting that happened way back.  Not 
just Canadian history.  I like to learn about around the world.  Last night I found a YouTube video 
about a guy from WWII and it was one of the best snipers in the war.  I really like stories from history 
that come to life.  I like learning about where I am from and my ancestors.  I would love to get an 
ancestry test to find out more about it.  I think I am Irish and British. 

 

PE - Because I like sports, I guess.  And we normally do basketball, volleyball, dodgeball, etc. and you 
like doing it.  I enjoy seeing friends, DPA and gym.  Not really that excited about school.  If I get good 
marks I am happy.  I like Math.  It’s pretty easy.  I like to know what we’re doing.  I like to have a 
schedule or I get stressed – my friend likes the opposite.  I really enjoy reading, and it depends for 
writing.  I like writing if I get to choose what I write about instead of adverbs and stuff.  I don’t enjoy 
underling parts of speech. 

 

I really like to experiment and do art.  And learn new things about art.  I like writing down stuff, but I 
don’t like typing or writing a story because I don’t have many great ideas.  I like art and I like writing 



because I am interested in writing things.  I love science because I like of experiments.  I don’t like 
sharing out with groups - in my old school, when I had to share out, I start shaking and getting 
butterflies.  I like science experiments and writing.  Explosions - we put baking soda with water 
vinegar.  I like PE - dodgeball.  Recess I get to play with friends.  I like recess and lunch because I get to 
see my friends.  I get to do what I want and I enjoy that.  I like reading books when I have silent 
reading time - I can read comics and books because they inspire me to draw stuff. I like PE too. 

 

I like being with my friends and it’s fun to play with them.  I love some of the subjects.  Math and 
writing are fun.  Art too.  I get to learn about how to draw and how to add on to that.  I like all the 
different activities, not just the plain activities.  I like clubs and extra stuff.  We just ended the 
basketball.  Sports are really fun at school.  I love PE and dodgeball.  We get to learn about 
businesses.  Something else that I like about coming to school here - we have a lot of stuff led by 
students (student council), and students decide on what to do.  We get to do the play (everyone was 
included).  I got more confidence speaking in front of people, and people rely on us.   

 

I like learning new things so when I get older I can do other things.  When I am learning Math I am 
learning how to count money and round and buy at the grocery store.  I like we work in community 
and work with people we haven't worked with before.  I love working with our friends.  I like 
education because we get to learn new stuff.  Sometimes the stuff doesn’t include into our everyday 
lives.  Writing with quotations for example.  We might not use quotations in our lives.  It’s not like we 
will write letters a lot and computers can autocorrect that in.  it is something extra they are adding 
into our lives.  My mom works at Safeway and is building ten new stores.  She has to figure out what 
they are carrying in the stores and what people like, and what people buy in those stores.  If she buys 
the stuff nobody likes.  We are learning in school about fractions and how to divide and stuff.  
Sometimes we are buying something and we don’t want something, you never use it.  It is another 
way to make money.  If you think carefully about what you buy, buy will spend less money and eat 
what you buy.  I really like integrated studies.  Socials.  We are learning about poverty and goals for 
people for UN and how to stop them.  And how to help them and make their lives better.  Being 
sustainable and not putting oil in the ocean and different things.  We are also learning about where 
our lives could go.  We don’t want to end up on the streets.  I like that we are learning about it when 
are young so we are prepared.  Friends that actually know how we feel.  When we are learning or 
struggling, our friends can help us if we need it.  If you don’t have friends, you might go to the darker 
side and not learn and be lonely. 

 

We are learning lots in Math and I really like PHE and DPA.  Sometimes we do boring stuff like reading, 
those annoying things.  Sometimes it depends on the day.  And those things can be really fun.  I really 
like getting smarter and playing with my friends in the gym.  Pin protect and hockey in the 
gym.  Dodgeball. I really like coming and socializing with my friends and meeting new people.  I like 
playing games in the gym and DPA.  I really enjoy Math because you learn a lot - it’s hard in the 



beginning and we get better.  I like being challenged with work because it makes you smarter.  I like to 
be determined to finish.  It might take longer, but that’s okay. 

 

Seeing friends.  To make more friends and see old friends.  For me, I want to see obvious connection 
to my real life.  I think I like seeing friends every day, learning stuff in general.  Not really sure.  I like 
seeing friends and doing Math and Writing; I love doing Math.  I love it.  I like to write anything.  I love 
memorizing the schedule of what we have coming.  I like catching up after the weekend if you haven't 
seen them.  It’s a good place to find them and not text.   

 

Recess.  I like having fun.  I like writing and math because I like making stories, and I like solving 
problems.  I like art because I can express my feelings.  In PHE I enjoy being able to run around and be 
stuck inside all day.  I like playing with friends, and I like gymnastics at recess.  I like being able to 
mingle around with friends, different groups.  I like expandable learning - expand without doing just 
what the teacher says.  We can learn with other classes.  We can work with other people and not just 
by yourself.  I like working together with other people.  Work with other kids from other classes from 
previous years.  I find it is fun when you are able to go to different classes and do stuff with other 
classes.  I like last year we did electives - we would pick which elective we would do and we would go 
with that one.  And I like LID.  We learn about anything that connects to our topic.  We can choose to 
connect and learn about.  I wish I could change my LID topic.  I want to explore something I'm 
passionate about. 

 

I am thankful that I get to learn new stuff about everything.  I like drawing and I like science.  And I like 
creative writing too - imagination writing.  I like art in school.  It’s a way to not get stress out and draw 
and be creative.  I like science because I can experiment.  We did lots of experiments with pennies and 
outer layers of oxidation.  How the pennies get rusty.  Why they have rust and the colour on the 
outside.  I am excited to see if we will do more writing or a new art experiment.  Or something fun in 
math or science.  Fun is important.  I am excited about school on Monday because we have music.  I 
don’t know what I like most about music, but I really loved the musical.  Singing and acting.   

 

I like the teachers.  They are so welcoming and they teach us.  I really like that schools are welcoming 
and people help us understand if we are stuck.  It is really cool learning.  I like coming here because I 
get to see my friends and they are busy on the weekend.  Every recess we walk around, and we play a 
lot of sports together.  In DPA we have free time and we have races.  Whoever wins they do victory 
races.  It is really fun hanging out with friends.  Most of my friends are in my class and it is really nice 
to see them outside and hang out.  My friends aren’t always into sports, and we have fun talking and 
walking.  I really like biking to school and I like being active.  I like recess and lunch and fresh air to 
take breaks from learning.  I like art, and I am creative and I love expressing myself.  Creativity is 
important and nobody judges what we make.  In Art, we can imagine it and we can do it.  It is a free 



thing that you can do anything on.  We get lots of choice in art.  We can choose where the colours go, 
and what dragon, and they all look different.  I like PE.  I like dodgeball.  I love playing floor hockey. 

 

Usually music because I love ukulele.  I have a piano in my room and I like to play it, and I want to 
learn more.  I like how we can do lots of fun stuff.  Not lectures every day and homework every day, 
because we always have fun things to do.  I like doing poetry because I like thinking of the poems and 
reading them, and writing my own.  When we are doing our art projects, that’s really fun.  The tree 
project where we had to sketch out a tree and colour the background with crayons.  I like that I can 
make new friends and see them.  Our teachers are important to us because we learn every day.  My 
best friend helps me love school; we’ve been best friends ever since grade two. 

 

For me, I like to get to know my friends.  One of my friends lives in West Kelowna, so I don’t get to see 
her that much, so school helps me to do that.  I love all the subjects, and I also like seeing my friends 
here.  When I come to school, I wash away all my worries.  If I am worried about anything or am sad, I 
am happy.  I like seeing my teachers and friends, and doing my subjects.  Especially when we can work 
together.  Most of the time, other than tests.  Art and PE are important.  I love drawing and my mom 
draws too.  My mom, my brother, and my other brother really like drawing.  We usually get a big piece 
of paper and draw a city.  I like SS and Art as well.  I love being creative.  There is some criteria, but we 
can make it our own.  We get to do, make it like you.  I love to run in PE.  I am really fast.  I broke a 
district record.  We love our teachers.  They are really nice, they say hi to us.  They talk to us.  Usually 
last year, our teachers didn't let us chew gum and wear hats, and they let us be ourselves and are easy 
going, and funny.  My mom works here.   

 

I like coming to school to see my friends.  I like having PE, and then you get to see your friends a lot 
and go outside.  I like learning about different things, history and stuff, and I love gym.   I like seeing 
my friends too.  I like learning about science, like the body systems and stuff.  It’s really cool and stuff.  
I like math and when I don't know the answer, I don’t really like it.  But when I figure it out, it’s really 
fun.  I like gym too.  I like playing outside but sometimes don’t have anyone to play with.  I like certain 
classes.  I like it when people and nice.  I love that whenever I come to school on Mondays because 
everyone talks about their weekends.  Every day, we talk about what we’ve doing in real life.  I like 
Math.  

 

I love coming to school because things are easier.  There is one floor and no worries about bells.  It is 
comfortable and easy.  I like being social and meeting friends.  We can learn - I love PE because I love 
sports and being active.  I love running around.  Math is great because it is a building block about 
everything.  I like seeing friends, and some friends you can't see outside of school.  We get to play.  
And we can learn with them.  I like the teachers here.  They are all nice.  Well, most of them are nice.  



They help us when we need it, or if we’re sad.  I can play sports on the field in the back.  I can try new 
things.   

 

When my dad was in school, or my grandpa, it was different.  They didn't have technology to learn.  
Their teachers weren’t also as good (really strict), and we have a lot more flexibility seating and 
teaching that we can enjoy.  It’s better than sitting in a desk and working.  We can get up and move 
around so we aren't sitting all day.  There is no more bullying in our schools, and it’s changed.  That’s a 
good thing.  Kids feel better at school.  I like that there isn’t uniforms and we can express ourselves.  I 
would want to wear different things.  Most places boys can’t wear shorts or short sleeves.  We can 
more around better without worrying about uniforms.  We get to go outside here and do what we 
want, play soccer, baseball and run around with our friends.  There is peace around here and we can 
enjoy being safe at school.  Everyone is equal at school. 

 

Lunch and recess because I don’t really like school.  PHE is important for exercise, and games.  I like 
doing Math because I get to do hard work and I like the challenge.  I like doing projects.  I like research 
like in my heritage fair and making a model.  I like exercising.  I like building and decorating 
projects.  Putting boards together.  We can do whatever we want.  No one can stop me from doing 
whatever I am doing.  No one is the boss of you.  I like seeing friends.  It gets me to school.  I like 
working with my friends because I get to talk, and I get to hang out with my friends.  We get to do 
activities too.  I like hot lunch.  

 

I like the teachers.  They are dedicated to molding young minds and I just like most about 
school.  Same for me.  When you need help they are there to help you.  I like all the sports teams, 
basketball and volleyball and rugby.  We have two teachers and that gets us used to middle school.  I 
like sports too.  I played two sports last year, and we did try outs in the community for 
basketball.  When I play basketball and other sports, I think that the principal is a good connection 
between the players and the students.  This year, my principal coaches with another dad and they 
work as a team.  The parent perspective is important because the dad played rugby 7s.  I watched my 
friend play a game at KLO and it was great.  I love fresh air at school and we get outside a lot.   

 

In our classroom we do lots of hands on learning.  It is good for lots of us and I like it a lot 
more.  Visuals are important for me when I am learning.  We do lots of experiments and it is visual and 
we can see it better.  We get to choose what we want to learn about and decide which area we want 
to focus on.  We don’t want sit and listen to something we aren't interested in or not helping us in the 
future.  I like how we have lots of sports that we can do.  We can be focused on fun things with our 
school work.  Clubs to join and stuff too.  We have flexible seating too.  It helps some people focus 
better.  In school you know almost everyone in your class, so we know who we are learning around 
and what we like to do.  I like that I might be good at something but someone else might be better, 
and we can collaborate and help each other to grow.  We also do a lot of partner work which is cool.  



A lot of us do better in partners because we can learn from each other.  We share ideas and the work 
is better.  It is better than sitting at home.  We get to learn new things.  It opens us up to the rest of 
the world. 

 

I like all the support we can get, there are lots of teachers who come in and out to help us with 
everything.  We have lunch and learns if we need to catch up things.  That is really helpful.  I love all 
the art that we get to do.  And all the extracurricular things we get to do.  Basketball and volleyball.  I 
like how we do entrepreneur fair where we sell to the younger students, and the heritage 
fair.  Projects and presentations are good.  School in general.  I love PE.  I love floor hockey or 
benchball.  That gets out of hand!  Everyone is really accepting in this school and be my friend here.  I 
didn’t feel like the new kid.  Before I went here, I was a little scared, and then I got into my same 
classes with them and now we’re best friends.   

 

I love how the teachers put their hearts into their lessons.  How it’s fun to learn.  I love Math or gym.  I 
like Math, and PE.  I really like Drama.  I like the acting and learning about that.  We did it with a 
teacher last year and he made us do a play with masks on.  I like Math, PE, I like Science too, and 
friends.  I have lots of helpful caring friends who help me learn and play.  They guide me.   

 

I like Math because it’s easy.  We’re learning algebra.  The easy start of algebra.  I would say art and 
gym.  I really like art because I used to do it when I was young and I do it at home.  I love my physical 
activity and going outside.  Lunch and recess because we are free from learning.  You get to hang 
around with your friends.  A lot of the time I can only see my friends is at school.  We get to see each 
other all the time.  I like learning.  If we didn’t learn I wouldn't be smart, and get a job.  It will help us 
in our futures.  I like answering big questions.  We like connecting our learning to our lives.  I like 
coming back from vacation and I like to share what I did and write about it.   

 

I like getting an education and being with friends.  They are fun to hang out with and it’s fun to spend 
time with them.  I like the teachers.  They are nice to us no matter what happens. If someone were to 
be hit in the head with the ball, they would come over and help them.  I like the fun things we get to 
do.  Like, inline skating, wheelchair basketball.  We do that in PE.  I like how positive it is.  Everyone is 
really happy and kind.  I like that you can make friends and stuff.  I get to work with friends 
sometimes.  Some of us don’t work well together, but lots of us work together.  You can talk about it 
and learn together.   

 

I really love PHE because I love running around and having fun with my friends.  I love dodgeball.  I like 
gym too and I love sports and being and athlete.  We get to run around and gets your heart pumped 
up.  Capture the flag.  I am another gym guy because it’s fun.  My favourite game is dodgeball or 
popcorn tag.  I love track and field.  I will have to go with Math or Science - I love learning about 



amazing stuff.  History too.  I like learning about unsolved things.  I like to learn about people 
(criminals) and you never know how they died or they kept their loot.  I really like Math too.  She 
times us.  I love seeing my friends in the morning.  We get to talk and hang out.  I want to get into a 
good college.  I am tired when I get up and then I get to see my friends.  I like how it gives me 
something to do.  I like what I do. 

 

I really like the people in our school.  They are really nice.  Some of them are caring, and people are 
free to be themselves.  I love Art.  I love all art projects.  I like doing projects - we are doing an election 
project today, and we are doing a presentation today.  I really like how the school cares for you, and 
makes sure we are safe, and how they take care.  There are really nice teachers.  I like how they set up 
dances and events and cool things.  I am not sure other schools do that.  They raise money for the 
school.  We get to do a camping trip at the end of the year and that will be fun.  Hot lunch is great too.  
We love the choice of foods.  I like in the library how there is a bunch of variety of books.  I like music 
too because when you move up a grade, you get to do different instruments.   

 

I like being with lots of people my age, and I like having lots of opportunities.  Lunch monitoring and 
office monitoring and leadership roles and stuff.  I had a club last year - doodle club.  I had lots of 
leadership opportunities.  I like the people who work here because they are super sweet - when 
teachers leave I get so sad.  I also like having a place to have friends to see every day.  I like knowing 
people who like the same things as you.  Trying new things and doing really strange challenges.  We 
had to mine out chocolate chips without breaking the cookie - it was about mining.  I like when I get to 
go home.  I like the sports teams (volleyball and basketball etc.) and how you get opportunities to go 
to different schools and play with different people.  People here are really kind. 

 

I like the community.  I used to live in White Rock and it was hectic.  It was really busy.  Here it is 
calmer and friendlier.  I wake up every day and see my friends and hang out.  Building strong 
friendships is most important.  You also want to do well in school and have friends.  You want to have 
popularity and have friends.  You don’t want to be a loner and have a boring job.   A while back my 
mom was so focused on work she didn’t have friends and she now is a lot happier because of friends.  
I was born in Edmonton and I went to a big school there and there were lots of people, and I moved 
here four years ago and I love school here more here.  Less drama.  I like a new school where it’s not 
too crowded.  This school coming up we will have more room.  I love PHE.  The competitiveness isn’t 
too high and all the boys are all athletes and are competitive.  It is a friendly competitive.  I feel like 
last year there was more negative competition with the boys.  We have fun now and enjoy even 
though we compete.  You kind of know everyone here in grade 6 and we are all friends and know each 
other.  It’s not bad on the fields etc.  With all the different skill levels it’s fun because you mix skill 
levels.  Also, I feel like you don’t have to be with all your friends at the same time at lunch.  Everyone 
is doing different stuff and sports.  My best friends play football and at recess they play games, and I 
end up joining and I end up quitting sometimes because I can get super competitive.  A lot of the boys 



are including a lot of the girls and are goofy, and they can interrupt our game and goof off.  Everyone 
is becoming more mature and more inclusive.  

 

I like Math.  It is fun and you get to do Math.  I like problem solving, algebra and exponents.  I like all 
that stuff too.  I love art.  I like doing art projects.  Every Monday we have gym.  I am always excited 
about that.  We do library then too.  We do all the fun stuff then too.  I am excited for days that have 
things that are different.  We love music too.  I love Fridays.  I love gym because playing soccer and 
basketball.  I love recess because I love to play with my friends.  Me and my friend, as soon as I got 
here, we play with our imaginations outside and I really like that ever since being a little kid.  I like 
playing soccer with friends.  We like getting exercise.  I play basketball with my friends.   

 

I like sports.  The first thing I ever wanted to do is play hockey.  Ever since I was little, I would play with 
my grandpa.  In my old school I played basketball, badminton, racquetball, soccer, baseball.  I love 
music because it’s my favourite passion because I like to sing.  It can guide me to where I want to go 
as an actor.  My family has always been a musical family.  I like to do math and science.  And I like 
bizkids - it's a fundraiser at my school where we make products and we sell them to the WE charity.  I 
like learning about stuff.  I like seeing friends because it’s important because we should have friends in 
our lives.  It also helps us to collaborate.  We also get to know each other better.  It’s an opportunity 
to meet people.  I moved here from up north, and I spent time living in the states too.  Up north, I 
made a bunch of friends and in the states I had lots of friends.  I knew no on here when I moved here, 
and it was weird for me. 

 

I really like my friends.  I like seeing what we are going to do today.  I like learning.  I like how our 
teacher gives choice in what we do.  Last year, we used to be given the same thing and it was too hard 
for some and too easy for others.  I like being able to choose where we’re at.  I like learning about 
history and racism and residential school history.  I really like I don’t get a lot of homework.  Not 
getting overloaded with work so we can be kids.  I like not being stressed about homework.  I like that 
we can make new friends.  I met my best friends at school, and I like science - we got to get beer and 
put raisins in it, and got to see what happened to the reasons.  Used microscopes and looked at 
things.  I like that there are lots of nice people here and we have a really nice principal.  If you have a 
problem, she will talk about it.  The VP is really sweet and is organized.  She is honest if you have a 
problem.  They are funny.  I like not being bored 

 

I like my friends.  I like hanging out with them.  I really like the teachers here.  They are nice.  I speak 
to them.  I like talking to my friends.  I like reading and math and writing.  I like reading.  I enjoy PE and 
track and field.  They are fun activities and I enjoy exercising and getting fresh air.   

 



I like PE.  I love that stuff because I am active.  I like Math and tech stuff because I am interested in 
that stuff.  I like working hard and it’s rewarding.  We learn from our mistakes and we grow and apply 
that learning to the formula.  I really enjoy writing and love science and socials.  My mom is a big 
writer.  She has written a couple books.  Friends are important.  You get to see them and hang out 
with them.  It’s nice, having classes with your friends.  It’s not people you don’t know.  We get to meet 
new people.  It’s having the comfort in school that you won't be alone or totally surrounded.  When 
you need to find a partner, you know who you are bonded with and also your classmates.  You get to 
meet with everyone else and you get to learn to work with others.  It’s an opportunity to learn and to 
become friends with them.  Getting support from teachers is really important in school.  You know 
you will have a great school year if you get that support.  It’s also a time to get away from home and 
do something else.  I get bored on long weekends and I look forward to school.  I like going to school 
because of community.  I wish I had homework to help on those weekends.  Sometimes I will make my 
own projects. 

 

I like that my education is preparing me for doing what I want when I get older.  I think that education 
is something that we take for granted.  I like that all the teachers are fair and they make learning 
fun.  They don’t just make us sit at our desks every day, they give us partners, they let us learn in 
different ways.  It’s different ways of learning that doesn't just mean a pencil and paper.  We get 
different opportunities to learn in different ways.  All of our teachers are very kind and take to 
understand different people with different abilities.  They don’t overload us with homework or give us 
hard deadlines.  They help us if we need it and they show us that we care.  I like that when we are 
struggling, our teachers help us.  They help us work on our struggles and strengths.  I also appreciate 
that they take the time to understand us and our learning level so we don't do the same thing.  They 
put us on different levels and make sure we are comfortable with different things.  I do enjoy seeing 
my friends at school because I don’t see them at home often.  I don’t have very many friends who do 
the same stuff as I do, interested in computers and whatnot, and the friends that I do connect with 
me at school.  I think that I need friends to be able to focus well.  If I don’t it feels boring to me 
because I want to learn how other people do things.  I was split up with most of my friends this year, 
and that that was hard.  I love the extracurricular things (PE and library) and that we have a long 
recess so we can get outside and play.  I feel like the teachers understand that kids can’t sit at a desk 
all day and need breaks. 

 

Right now, we are being challenged.  We have different levels in class.  Even if you don't understand 
what we’re learning, you can start with the lower level and work yourself up until you have a high 
understanding of the subject.  We are doing a bunch of different projects (developing, extending etc.).  
We do community learning.  With three classes and we collaborate together.  I love Math.  I like that 
it’s different than everything else; you might have a difficult question and spend hours to figure it 
out.  You get to collaborate with others and we find solutions together.  My favourite subject is Math, 
and when we use computers.  We did a vacation budget project and we had to design a holiday and 
keep a budget.  We would check on plane flights and book hotels and do tax.  We would do the 
currency exchanges to find out how much we would spend.  I really like using real life problems make 



us connect and we can see how the math is useful.  I really like that sometimes there are 
opportunities like the Expo of Awesome where we get to share projects. 

 

I kind of like that they put us in classes so we can work with other kids in our grades or higher or 
lower, and we can work together and solve problems.  I like being with my friends.  I like that when 
it’s summer we get to do most of our work outside.  We get to work with our communities and we 
play big games or we do a big project together.  We get to work with the different classes and it’s 
really cool.  I really like gym and cooperating with peers.  I really like bench ball, and working and 
playing together.  I like being with friends.  If you don’t have friends, learning can be a lot harder.  You 
don’t have as many people to talk to.  Field trips - we have the Gardem Lake field trip coming up in a 
couple weeks.  We are really excited me is that I get to be away from my parents and being with 
friends doing activities.  Rock climbing etc.  in nature.  I also like field trips.  I enjoy all of them.  One of 
my favourite is the apple bowl for track and field.  I like the throwing stuff.  I also like jump rope for 
heart.  You get prizes if you raise money too. 

 

I get to meet my friends, and the teachers make learning fun.  They cheer us up and we take breaks 
and stuff.  It’s not only learning and about having fun and making memories.  I like school for friends.  
School is not something I enjoy; I am alright at it.  I wish it was more fun.  I don’t think we’re supposed 
to have fun.  The bell couldn't ring faster.  I enjoy school a lot.  I don’t like Math or anything like that, 
but I really like the reading pieces and writing.  Acting is something I like too.  I like to make up plays.  
We are editing our play.  The teachers challenge us.  Maybe writing a speech and putting ourselves 
out there and seeing what we’re capable of.   

 

I love track and field.  I love the different activities and I love the events and the apple bowl.  I like art 
and to learn details and how the teacher is good at realistic things.  I like track and field too.  I am a 
runner.  I love gym.  Every time we go there, we do different activities.  Dodgeball is my favourite.  I 
love seeing my friends.  Today I didn’t see them for a full week because I was on holiday.  I am really 
busy on the weekends and can’t hang out with them so I see them at school.  Mondays are tough 
days. 

 

I love recess because I like having fun.  It is good to have my friends at school, and when you are sick 
people think it’s great, but you’re bored all day.  There is always something to talk about all day, every 
day.  I am glad to see my friends, play games, and talk to people to get to know them.  I love 
computers at school because we can show our learning in different ways.  We can listen to music as 
we’re working.  I like recess because I have a little brother here, and I am training a lot at home.  I get 
to see him at school because I am exhausted at home.  The subjects I like - Art and PE are big ones.  
We need more PE.  We only have one block a week.  I like math, because I like adding up the stuff and 
finding the answers.  And when I get it.  Problem solving is really important.  It is a puzzle.  I like 



writing at school.  I like to write about anything because it is calming you can write about anything you 
want.  Or if you have topics like Africa, you can find more and write and present in class.   

 

I like certain things.  I like art - for example, I like to draw in general.  We are doing 3D drawing and 
perspective.  I like some of the projects we are doing.  The science one and the country research 
inquiry project.  You got to do research and present to the class and we brought in food.  I really loved 
our inquiry project because we got to do what we love.  We got to pick what we were interested in 
doing.  I love math right now because I like fractions.  All the math that we have been doing has been 
fun.  I did an inquiry project on snow mobile engines work.  I get a lot of the same worksheets from 
year to year and I like doing different things.  I find that I am really liking fractions.  I like when we do a 
certain subject for a week or two and then we change to something different.  We switched French 
with science for a while.  On days that are really good, I look forward to those days.  Lots of things to 
do.  I like how we get jobs like lunch monitoring.  I like my friends at school.  If the school is not going 
well, we always have friends to talk to.  It helps us work through things.  Sometimes you get to work 
with friends on things.  On French we are doing menus and we can work with friends.  We can share 
ideas and we enjoy that.  I like grades.  I want As and Bs.  It is kind of something that I want.  I would 
want difference words, like accomplished and exceeding.  I don’t like beginning.  

 

I look forward to seeing my friends.  When I know what is coming, I can think about the subjects 
coming so I can learn something new.  I like looking forward to science too.  This year, we made a clay 
brain and looked at all the parts.  We used little tiny toothpicks and labelled all the parts.  We labeled 
five parts.  I really like Math.  I like multiplication.  I love PHE because I love floor hockey.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Question 3:  How do teachers create the conditions in school for you to learn and be at your very 
best?  

Be positive.  When they are positive, but not too positive so we can’t get away with everything.  Open 
minded.  Will help you through it.  If you don’t really get something, they will help you through it.  If a 
teacher is consistent with things it helps.   

 

Our teachers are super nice and makes jokes.  My teacher in dance, and my teacher, notices when we 
aren’t doing our best and sets standards for us.  She doesn’t say it in a strict way.  They shouldn’t push 
too hard so we know what to do.  Positive pressure.  Teaching us slowly and pushing us as we need it.  
A few teachers pushed a little too hard.  I feel that pushing to improve; new growth-based learning, 
and by the end of this term, you might be mastering.  How we connect with the teacher is important.  
It’s okay for a teacher to give you homework, but if I need to talk to her, she’s open to that.  If they 
are not open to that (overwhelmed etc.), that’s not really good connection.  Our teacher is really kind.  
She is open.  She is fun to be around.  She makes jokes; her shirts are fun.  She makes us feel 
comfortable.  Setting those connections in relationships is the best way to continue on with your 
learning.  A nice balance (not too strict, not too nice) is important.  Encouraging wherever you are; not 
making you just do it over and over again.  Growth based assessment is a big thing in your class - you 
can grow - is important.  Two rules - to be resilient, and to be kind - she really teaches us to do that.  It 
teaches you to be kind and respectful.  It’s okay to have fun, but we all have a job to do.   

 

They give comments and feedback so I can improve.  My writing is really getting better, as well as 
Math.  We get feedback and get checking quizzes to see what we know.  It helps because if we get 
something wrong, she knows what area we struggle in so we learn about that area.  A lot of the 
classes have comfortable seating and chairs, and our class doesn’t have it and that would help me.  I 
like to be comfortable when I learn.   

 

Encourage you.  If you get it wrong, they give you chances to do it again.  They give us advice.  If you 
get it wrong, they give you mini lessons so you get it better the second time.  The teachers help me 
when I need help and it really helps.  Sometimes Math can be confusing, and sometimes I didn’t 
understand what the wording was with the question and the teacher would reword it from the 
textbook.  They tell me not to talk from time to time – there have to be rules in place.  The teachers 
push us to our limits and maximum ability - last spring I went to Asia for a month, and teachers were 
relating to my trip in integrated studies and that helps.  They joke around - I don’t want someone who 
is strict all the time.  Sometimes when they are being too strict, and we get annoyed.  Frustrating.  If 
you do something and have a really strict teacher, it gets hard.   

 

They explain it really well so I know what to do.  They make learning fun.  They push you to want to 
learn more, and we learn in fun ways.  They also put us with our friends.  Usually you have a couple 



friends in your classes.  They see that you are friends and see that if you need a partner, you get to do 
that if you don’t cause trouble.  They explain learning in an easy way so we know.  But they don’t give 
you the answer so we have to think about it.  I have a story.  On a math test, the teacher will explain, 
and after that I had a huge brain fart and I forgot.  And I came home and I didn’t get the best 
mark.  Mom, can you email my teacher so I could work on it?  I came to school and she changed my 
mark because I showed that I knew it.  They are kind to you.  They sort of make an effect on you so 
you can trust them with information, or trust them to help you.  They respect you.  Some teachers you 
feel good talking to, even if it’s not about school.  You feel comfortable talking and sharing.   

 

Encouraging you.  When you are on a math test, they don’t want you to be stuck and do nothing, but 
they help you when you need it.  They make sure that you learn.  They let us know we can do better, 
and what we can do to improve.  They encourage us and get us to try out hardest.  They always help 
you if you can’t do something one way, they help us to do things another way that works for you.  I 
saw yesterday when playing basketball and saw my teacher playing basketball with other 
students.  That’s pretty cool that he is engaged with what kids are doing.  One time last year, my 
teacher wasn’t the nicest, but I couldn't get one math question.  She told me not to be hung up and 
encouraged me.  She taught me that I can do other things and they help me out.  Teachers in our class 
make jokes and have fun.  They bring humour.  When teachers are not as serious, we should enjoy 
being here.  Life shouldn’t be super serious all the time.  We were doing current events today, and we 
were learning about eLearning in Ontario.  We joke and enjoy our time.  And not mean.  They do get 
mad from time to time, but that’s okay.  I have lots of the same teachers as my cousin and that’s so 
cool. 

 

Teachers give examples.  They help us to know what to do in a project.  If you don't get something it 
will help a lot.  We get to see someone do it.  When teachers are patient when we don’t get 
something.  She always knows how to help us if we don’t know what to do, even if she talks to us and 
helps us.  Challenge us.  For Math, she gives us challenges to do - if it’s something I like, then I like it, if 
not, no.  Teachers need to be nice, not yelling.  Not too strict.  I want a teacher who is in control.   

 

They help me learn better - math and stuff.  It makes it easier, they explain it.  My interpreter helps 
me too.  They set a good example - they show us how to act.  They are responsible.  They set a good 
example.   They help me develop when I have trouble, and help me get better.  They explain things to 
me and I have a better understanding of what to do.   

 

If we’re stuck they come to help us.  We can to go them for help.  They help us move if we are talking 
too much.  Sometimes when we are learning something when we don’t understand, they can explain 
it to us differently.  They support you in what you’re doing.  If the class decides a topic and you want 
to do something else, they will support you in this.  They won’t restrict you and make you do 
everything the same.  Sometimes they give us a break from what we’re doing so we can get some 



exercise and play games.  We have time to get out when we need it.  Also, when the teacher, when 
we’re sitting down for a long time, she let stand up and do jumping jacks and hopping.  After gym, she 
gives us extra exercise (20 pushups or squats, etc.).  She lets us talk to our classmates to help with 
problem solving and learning, lets us collaborate.  

 

They are always there if we need help, if we put our hands up.  If it is a math question, they will let us 
know how it works and they will encourage us to figure it out.  And when they tell us we can figure it 
out, they are happy because we know how we do that and we can succeed.  And they know we are 
growing in our education.  Tomorrow we have a math test and we get booklets for home practice so 
we are better, so we are prepared, and not scared or nervous.  They tell us that if we need the booklet 
and not sure, we can meet to check our learning to make sure we understand.  If you just do the 
booklet and nobody checks, then you might fail.  You won’t grow if they don’t do that.  And it’s more 
that we can go up to our teacher, being social with the teacher; there needs to be a bond between 
your teacher and you.  If you argue together how you’re not getting it right, you get messages sent 
home that you are incomplete, and then it gets hard between your life and school life and get 
detached.  We can’t be afraid to ask questions to grow and to do what you’re met to do.  And we are 
doing what we ask.  If you don’t understand, they won't give up and help you until you understand.   

 

They push us, they challenge us, they help us with what is wrong.  They give us different resources to 
help us learn.  iPad, Chromebooks, VR, and give us different things to use.  They put stuff on the walls.  
They use the smartboard.  They like to challenge us and work hard, and they make sure that you do 
better and do the right thing.  Some students need a lot of help from the teacher.  Our teacher makes 
us do laps every day (DPA) and it helps us to get ready for track and field to build stamina.   

  

One thing, when there is a question to be answered and you know it, it is a lot easier to tell other 
people, than to tell other people.  If I don’t share I forget it.  They make learning fun and make you 
want to learn about stuff, for the most part anyway.  Learning is not boring.  She compliments 
everyone and encourages us.  I can be shy and don’t always raise my hand, and she encourages me to 
answer.  Teachers believe that we can do our best and that we can do good things.  Whatever you 
want to do you can do, you can do it.  There is a variety of stuff, that we will like lots of things.  Things 
we don’t want to do she makes fun.  In Math, if people don’t like it, but the teacher finds things for 
people.   

  

They encourage you.  They don’t criticize, but they say 'good idea.'  They help you pass your limits.  
They give us something else to do, something harder if you need it.  They never really choose what we 
want; they give us options and we pick.  It helps with my passion and what I care about.  It’s better 
than what I don’t care about.  It also makes us happier because we are excited.  You won’t have much 
fun if not.    



They explain it well to us so we understand it.  She wants us to learn stuff so we can get jobs when we 
are older, and stuff like that.  She wants to give us opportunities.  She wants to help us with our 
mistakes we make during the work that we’re doing.  Maybe when I get extra work to help me 
practice work in Math.  It helps me.  Extra time helps too.   

 

They help you.  If we make mistakes they help us understand.  Anyone would help us if we need it.  
Teachers encourage students to help.  Teachers always get back to you.  Teachers will help us on their 
time so we can learn.  They normally try to move out of her time to help you understand.  They 
always, whenever you come into the classroom, they have a nice smile.  They always greet you as if 
you’re a brand-new person and always joyful and never sad.  If you get a question wrong they never 
care, they help you.   

 

They make sure we are concentrating so we can learn something about what we’re doing.  We read a 
lot, and we get choice in what we read.  When we go to the library, I choose four books I like.  When I 
got my books yesterday, I kept one here and took three home 

 

Encourage you.  They say kind things and say kind words.  You go this, keep going, and they help us 
out with it.  They make time for us and give us chances to get help.  They are kind.  Normally they are 
our role models, so we want to be kind too.  They encourage and make me happy and brighten my 
day.  When I broke my arm, my teacher helped me what anything I needed - writing things for me - 
and she lets me do my stuff on the computer.  The teacher helps out a lot with whatever we need.   

 

Sometimes when we don’t get answers, they teach us different ways and explain it more, and then we 
get it and explain it more.  When they are nice, they make us more comfortable and happier.  If we 
don’t get things they help us.  Instead of having teachers that are really busy, having people that can 
help.  Nice teachers.  Fun teachers.  Enthusiasm, and those who inspire us.  Really happy and they 
want us to do our best.  They mix up fun stuff with work.   

 

They teach us the easiest way to do things so we can do our best.  We start with short division and 
build up to long division.  And in writing we learn to write descriptively.  They tell us how to do 
everything and teach us how.  They welcome us when we come inside the class.  They might pick 
some people.  We have a handshake and we want to be there.  They make us want to be there.  If 
there is a question, they pick different people to answer questions to let them try.  If our teacher is 
asking us a question, and we get it wrong, they make sure it’s safe if I get it wrong, and they 
complement us when we get it right.  They help us at everything at school.   

 



They inspire us.  They give us confidence telling you that you can do this.  Teachers do this.  Some 
students really excel because the teachers have learned to challenge them and to give them 
advice.  The teachers explain things and help us if we miss things.  They will help us when we ask.  
They don’t get mad - if we have a question about something, they will help us understand.  They 
won’t tell us to go sit down, and will help us get the answer.  Teachers teach us about real world 
problems so we know how we should act when we are older, how we should help in our community 
and take action.  They don't want us to sit around and let everyone else do it, but inspire is to help.  
Responsible and respectful.  They help us move on to a higher grade and learn to get us ready to do 
well.  They advance our learning abilities so we are ready for the next year to come.    

 

They help us learn.  If you get stuck on something they help you on what you’re stuck on and get you 
better on what you’re stuck on.  They make learning fun.  If there is a math problem, you could find 
the answer to a math question and it would be a letter, and you could put it in a hangman 
puzzle.  Sometimes they give us candy.  He gave us brain breaks and helped us work.  One teacher in 
grade 2 every morning did a dance and we would dance with her.   

 

They smile and brighten you up.  They kind of show that it will be a good day.  They smile and if you 
don't get something, they explain something so you can get it, and go on with your day.  They make 
you feel that it’s a safe place and there are no bad ideas.  They help shy kids find their voice.  They 
help you make friends.  And they help you work things out with other people.  If you are really 
needing help they will be there for you.  They are kind.  They brighten your day.  And they help if there 
are bullies (which is kind of a crisis) and they help to resolve that, and bring peace to the school.  They 
can make it so you can choose who you are working with, and that can be really helpful and it can be 
really helpful.   

  

I think our teacher is good at helping us with focusing on our strengths and our weaknesses.  Not just 
our weaknesses.  She can give us work to help us grow if we need more.  She focuses on our 
differences and accepts them and helps us improve them.  She makes us all feel welcome.  If you were 
really good at math, she will challenge us.  If you don’t understand, she will give something easier and 
meet us where we’re at.  They make sure we are always having fun, and not boring us.  She will give 
us word sheets, and we will have to figure out riddles to have fun.  She does a really good job making 
learning fun, no matter what we’re doing.  For lots of us, when we get to do games or activities it is 
easier for us to learn.  I think she also focuses on with flex seating, she makes sure we learn at 
different rates and are comfortable and we feel good.  She makes sure we have everything we need to 
succeed.    

 

To help me. They are accepting over what we do.  If we are late on our homework they won’t get 
angry.  They will give us more time.  I am really busy at home, and don't have time for homework.  I 
will tell my teacher that I didn’t have time, and he’ll be fine with it.  If you were sick and missed 



school, they would help us with that.  You can ask for more time, and they help.  Our teacher gives us 
a lesson at the start and gives us worksheets, and if we don’t understand it and he will help us if we 
need it.  If we get really stuck we can move on and come back.   

 

They encourage us.  If we are doing Math, she works with us all the time to get better at it.  We get 
weekly math and spelling to get us better.  If you make mistakes, they keep encouraging you and help 
us to do better.  She kept us encouraged when we were tired.  Every once in a while, we get to go 
outside for DPA so we can get fresh air.   

 

They help us if we’re stuck.  If we don’t know what to do and they help us.  They encourage us and 
they help you and they are always nice to us.  They respect us.  She doesn’t interrupt when you are 
talking.  She will tell others to listen when others are talking.  If you have a problem outside (bullying) 
they can help you with that.   

 

They encourage us a lot.  They help us when we are having trouble.  They explain things to us so we 
get it.  They speak slowly.  They try and make you positive and they are positive.  They encourage us 
to do well and do our best.  If you are struggling in Math for example, the teacher will focus on what 
you’re good at.  The teachers make sure that you get a good education on the thing you are having 
trouble on.  And even if you mess up on something, they don’t punish you, they help you do better.  
They try super hard to give you a good education.   

 

Our teacher gives us a morning check in.  We tell everybody how we're feeling and if we aren't good, 
we all know we will get help throughout the day.  She is really nice.  We do this magic scrabble at the 
end of the day and it’s always fun.  We get candy.  She is happy and nice.  I love the check in (out of 
10) and he helps us support each other.  It is good to have a check in because they always know how 
we’re doing.  She helps us with our morning meeting every Monday.  We sit down at the carpet and 
talk to each other.  We get to share about our weekends.  If we were really stuck on something, even 
if we aren’t supposed to get help, she will come to us and help us do our best and solve problems.  It’s 
really nice how she does that.  She helps a lot on the way.  Maybe you can walk up to her when she’s 
free, and she will let us know if we’re right.  If we aren't right, she will offer ideas to help us get it 
right.  She does challenges for us to get a gumball day if we’re tidy we get a treat.  They are fun 
challenges.  It’s also hard.  It means that we get along.   

 

My teacher does a check in every day and it helps us.  We rate ourselves out of 10 and we let 
everyone know where we’re at.  She helps us out and so do all the other kids.  Our teacher shares 
where she is at too and we help bring her up if she needs it.  Our teachers help us a lot if we need it.  
My teachers are nice.  They help you when we need it - sometimes strict is good - and being nice is 
good because students learn better.  In my experience, they are all very nice.  In all other classrooms, 



our helper teachers help us.  They encourage us when we have to run around the field.  All of our 
teachers are really encouraging and that’s really good.  They always do fun stuff with us.  We do 
meetings.  We do precepts where we discuss inspire us.  They believe in us.  We are doing Math and 
she always says, if you are not getting it, don't worry, nobody will laugh at you.  She will get us to do 
thumbs up if we get it or a thumbs down if we don’t get it.  At recess, after school, in the morning, she 
helps us if we need it.  Every morning when we go into the classroom she shakes our hand, or we hug 
her, or give a high five.  I like that because she is really caring.  She is really kind.  She is always smiling 
with is a good thing.  When we leave, she always says goodbye to us.  And we always do magic scrap 
and she always picks helpers - if we do the right thing (whatever it is), we can help.  It’s a run game 
where we clean up and contribute.  She cares about our health.  We are very active in the gym where 
we workout.  It is tiring and she wants us to be healthy.   

 

They teach us lessons and how to not be as dramatic.  They tell us that it was okay.  They treat us well.  
If we don’t understand something they don't lose their patience.  They will be willing to help if we 
don’t understand.  I like it when teachers take extra time and explain in more depth and in different 
ways.  I would want the teacher to work with all of us and talk through things instead of singling out 
and yelling at one person.  I want teachers who are easy going.  I like artsy teachers and are kind and 
sympathetic.  Not harsh and stuff.  They help us in class when we need help.  They teach you things.  
They would challenge us if we understand things and help us be our best self.  She didn’t push us, but 
was optional.  I like when teachers give us choice in how we show what we know.  It helps me 
understand better.  Flexibility in different methods.  I like it when they allow us to use technology.  In 
grade 5 we could use computers and did coding and that was fun.  I like it when teachers share 
common interests.   

 

Inspire us.  We go to school and you’d rather be home and then they inspire you and give you a 
lecture about how in the real world we will need skills to get a job.  For a banker you’d need to read.  
And then they inspire you.  They include everyone and help people out a lot.  My teacher is the 
kindest teacher in the school.  It’s great to have her around because she is super helpful and kind.  
Both sides of the story.  The teachers, if we have an argument, will try to get involved and will try to 
help to make sure everyone is friends.  She is all about teamwork and is encouraging.  It is really 
inspiring.  They teach you.  If someone is stuck on a question, they will help you work through the 
question.  They will break down what you are working on so you understand what you are working 
on.  They will give scenarios to help.  If my teacher knows we aren't ready she will extend it for a week 
and will do more on the subject so we’re ready.  We don't want to have too little info coming up to a 
test.  If you have been sick for a while and you are not caught up, she will help you at recess and will 
extend the test.  She will give up a couple work sheets.  I had a concussion last week and they only 
gave me a couple small things to do.  They are more focused on helping you stay healthy.   

 

She lays out the game plan or the agenda of what we’re going to do.  If we have to do certain things, 
we get focused and we get breaks outside.  Being organized and having breaks and snacks.  We get to 



use laptops to help with our classwork and our teacher helps with that.  If we’re stuck on a question, 
our teacher and CEA will help us.    

 

Encouraging.  If we have a passion for math or science, she will encourage us to keep going and 
pursue your dream.  They try to do what you care about in class.  That helps us work better because 
we care and are more focused about it.  We learn better because we like the subject.  That’s 
important at the new middle so we are focused so we can do the things we like, so we enjoy 
learning.  I really do not like Math and Science and I have trouble focusing, but when we are doing 
bizkids, I am focused usually.  They are fun and did things in a fun way.  We had breaks and did good 
things that made it fun.  My one favourite teacher up north and she would take us to hockey games 
and in my school if we completed tests, we got rewards and had fun.  She let us play video games and 
were flexible.  Kind.  They give you time to work on stuff, even if we were overdue, and wouldn’t say 
we get a bad mark.  They come to school with a smile.  We are working on speeches and they are 
teaching us to smile at others to bring joy.  Smiling is a chain reaction.  I connect to that.   

 

She helps with everything.  And we have choice.  She wants things to be a good fit for us - not too easy 
and not too hard.  We can choose where to sit and are allowed to make those choices.  If I am stuck 
on a question, my teacher will help me with it.  She won’t leave me to figure it out, or she won’t just 
tell me the answer.  We do multiplication Monday and we try to do our best to keep practicing things 
we’ve learned.  When we are home too, she is flexible and changes assignments when we need it.  
She teaches things to us because we ask questions and wonders.   

 

My teacher stays on me.  She keeps me thinking and doesn't tell me the answer.  She keeps asking me 
questions, and keeps me thinking more.  We get hints to boost our thinking.  You could ask her a 
question and she really pushes us to ask good questions.  She makes sure that we are working.  They 
help me with my work.  She is happy and kind.    

 

When you’re stuck, they are there to help and encourage you.  But they aren’t always there to help 
because we need to be challenged.  It’s the right balance to challenge us.  I learned that teachers do 
more than just teach you.  The counsellors and other help us with different things.  We can talk to 
them about stuff.  Any adult in this school is comforting and they help.  They support if they are really 
tired.  They will support you.  They give you an extra boost.  They organize collaborations with other 
teachers like buddies or other classes.  They set up programs to help us with our leadership and helps 
with our and others’ learning.  If you are not good at a subject, or if you don't think you’re as good, 
they will help look for strengths instead of putting you down for your weaknesses.  They support 
outside programs even if they are not familiar with the subject.  Even if they don’t know they will 
model the process of learning with us.  We have two teachers, and they share time, and there is a 
CEA, so we have different teachers which is nice.  They have their different areas, and they share.  



They prepare us for middle school because we will have different teachers.  I love seeing the teachers 
collaborate and you can see that transform our class.  Our teachers are fun and they laugh.   

 

We do morning meeting every Monday.  We share what we are thankful for and what our weekends 
were about.  She does this so she knows what is going in our lives so she can help us.  They encourage 
us when we are doing our work and have high expectations for us.  When we are fooling around, they 
are expecting us to be better.  They also understand when it is a good time to have friends and when 
it is a good time to focus.  They go out of their way to teach us about something, more in depth 
explanations to help us understand.  They encourage a lot.  I can’t run very well, but teachers 
encourage me to do my best no matter what.  They challenge us.   

 

Whenever we make a mistake, she gives us tips about how to fix it, and how to understand the next 
questions.  She is very supportive of us when we have questions, and she is there for us when we 
make mistakes.  She pushes us.  She needs us to practice and wants us to do our homework.  If we 
forget, she is flexible about.  Also, for the people who in other subjects (ie. Math) if they have a higher 
comprehension level, she lets people try levels that are appropriate for them.  She challenges us and 
pushes us.  Another thing our teacher does is to push us and challenge us, she gives us work and will 
not give us answers so we use our skills to think and problem solve.  We sometimes get pushes of help 
to get us going, and gives us guidance.  She also is compassionate.  She doesn’t use force to learn.  It 
will be easier for the students to listen to her and be impacted by what she’s saying.  Sometimes at 
the end of the day, we have work blocks, and she doesn’t make us do one thing all together.  She lets 
us choose what we need to work on.  We get chances to finish things at school with help.  Every week 
can be a tough week because of all the things happening outside of school.   

 

They encourage us.  In Math and I am not good at it sometimes, and I have a math teacher who helps 
me.  When I am feeling down or I am bad in a subject, my teacher will come by and will make me feel 
better and will ask me to do my best, and they help.  My teacher will try to keep me in track to when 
things are due, and how much work I need to do, and will help me with my learning.  She always gives 
us sheets for music ahead of time, and we get to write the music, and if I don’t get it, I get encouraged 
to try my best and get help correcting.    

 

They encourage us.  Every time in Math I will raise my hand if I am stuck or if I need help and they will 
immediately come to me and explain it to me, and if I don’t get it they will explain it a different 
way.  We had to do a speech about being inspirational.  It reminded me to never give up.  They give us 
different ways to learn.  Whatever it is, it works.  That’s a hard question.  If we are really stuck and are 
getting frustrated we can ask for a break and can walk around the school.  Sometimes we watch 
inspirational people, film and videos, to keep us encouraged and motivated.   

 



Every time we do a new worksheet it gets harder and harder.  It expands my thinking every time I do a 
new math sheet.  They explain how to stuff, and they use details to help us.  They try and help you to 
understand and if we don’t get it, they explain it a different way.  They try to help us in that way.  The 
PE teacher every time will do different types of activities so we are good at all of them.  Sometimes 
we have to learn skills to get us stronger.  Every time we have a different thing so we are good at all of 
them.  Once in a while, if we work really hard we would get field trips and go outside.  Extra ones.  Our 
teachers are fun and once a month we would do auctions with fake money so we would learn about 
the economy and we would get jobs.  We would pay for our chairs each month (or we would go in 
debt).  If we saved up, we could swap the teacher for his chair for ours.  On the last day, we went to 
his farm and we had a big party.   

 

We have to share about positive energy once a week.  My teachers help me be independent 
sometimes; I can have some choice in my work, and give me freedom to listen and work at my 
pace.  It is easier for me to listen and do.  If I get stuck on a question I can’t understand, I try to work it 
out, and if I am still stuck I can get help.  When I am confused, I will ask as a last resort.  They give us 
choice in what we are working on.  Teachers will help me make sense of things when I get stuck.   

 

They really help us out when we need help.  When we put up our hand, they will come to 
us.  Sometimes they will look at us and will go somewhere else.  At the beginning of the subject we 
will do reviews to see if we know about it.  They will ask us to repeat what they said to make sure they 
are listening.  They will check to see if people are paying attention.  If we would like to, they will let us 
listen to music as it helps me to relax and concentrate.  Background music is good too.  Instrumental 
music.  They encourage us.  They put signs up with growth mindset stuff and we make goals around it.  
There are sayings that encourage us.  If I needed a fidget to help me concentrate they will help me 
concentrate.  They let us bring things like stress balls and puzzles to help me do well.    

 

She keeps us focused by using code words and we stop.  If you make a mistake then they politely 
correct you on it.  She encourages us.  If you didn’t understand something, she would give us a bunch 
of different ways to look at it.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Question 4:  How do principals and vice-principals help you to learn and be at your very best? 

My previous principal was a good principal, because he also was your friend at the same time.  He 
would play basketball with us.  Had an impact on me.  He was really nice.  He was really fun; a 
principal should be strict and fun at the same time.  He coached the basketball teams and he was 
active and he was fun.  Being new to the school, I felt that I knew him right away.  He was nice.  A lot 
of people liked him.  He made it seem like he was the best principal.  He could help with whatever you 
need.  One thing, he seemed really passionate and liked his job.  He never saw it as a job.  Really likes 
kids and teachers. 

 

Principals need to be genuine and nice, and be involved with our learning.  They talk in assemblies.  
The principal being open and having a connection inside and outside. They should be interactive with 
kids.  All my principals are open and when we have ideas, they want to run with ideas.  If you want to 
start a club, they support with steps.  My principal knew each and every student and said hi in the 
hallways, and he knew how they were doing in their classes.  It made a difference to my mom.  He 
sledded with the kids.  Principal gives feedback to parents about learning too (clubs etc.).  Some 
involve students with things; will know and trust you and will ask you to help with things and we want 
to help.  They know who we are.  Our principal knows us well from our charity stuff and knew she 
could count on us.  When they know what we are doing, being open to ask for student help.  They can 
not only help us but we can help them.  Keeps us involved. 

 

Last year, for the first time, I got in a little more trouble and our principal was nice about it.  They do 
communities of learning and we get to connect with different classes about different things - the 
principals set that up, and events.  Principals create programs like clubs and leadership and poem club 
and create possibilities and it’s fun.  Two years ago, we tried to start up a student council and it 
dramatically failed, and it’s been started up and it’s going well.  The principal has put in more effort 
and allowed it to work better.  You can really see that principals care when they ask me what I think - 
in my old school that wasn’t happening.  I want a principal to care how students feel - not just work.  
Here we can say what we want and it will probably get fixed.  Principals encourage you. 

 

They like to change rules - if there is someone who wants to play with a group of people, they 
encourage people to stand up and help each other and have us welcome to our game.  They say to be 
nice.  I think that some of the sports - tackle sports we get stopped.  Sometimes we forget that the 
rules are there, and principals help to remind us.  Sometimes when the principal comes out to talk to 
us because we get to know them; it’s better than when they sit in their office all day.  They need to 
talk to kids.  You want to make sure that the office isn’t a scary place for when we’re in trouble.  If the 
principal is mean and doesn’t talk to kids, they will be afraid of them.  No one wants to be yelled 
at.  You feel like they don’t care, but if they talk to us and give us chances we feel we can do better.  I 
want them to try and help us. 



 

Something that shows that they know and care about you and respect you and know who area.  They 
all know your name.  It really shows that you care and pay attention.  If they tell you their name, they 
remember.  They respect your opinion.  If there is something that we want, then they listen and find a 
way to do that.  They figure out if we can, or if we can’t they can find a way we can.  Pretty much 
every time we walk in the library, we always have new books.  Principals help that to happen.  Getting 
things that people want.  They want it to be fun.  They have a smile on their face and say hi.  It makes 
you feel comfortable.  If someone gets in trouble, teachers give us a break.  Laughs at things.   

 

They organize events and field trips that other kids don’t get to do.  It’s an important thing to do.  
They help us do what we want to do.  Even though they don’t have a specific class the come around to 
class and help.  My principal used to come into the class and lighten up the mood and laugh at my 
teacher.  Everyone in the room would lighten up and help things be happier.   

 

One year, our principals did a theme of kindness and we had to go into lots of groups and it wasn’t 
fun.  The VP helped us with the robotics thing, and help with the community learning.  They give us 
freedom.   

 

They help us in classes and help us to experience field trips and stuff.  We all went to a math fair and it 
was fun.  There were problems to do and we had to figure out a cube thing, and we learned.  After we 
solved other problems like a boat and rubber bands.  You had to make things and be hands.  It was 
hard.  The principal needs to be kind and humorous.  They help you learn a lot.  They run assemblies.  
There are themes to kindness in the school. 

 

They can discipline you.  They help us break bad habits.  If you get a detention, if you do that, you can 
learn from what you did.  They help us with choices for next time.  They let me and my friends MC at 
the assembly and we learned that, and we got to help her make the joy jar.  With my friends, we had 
to do the chairs when the play was over, and she let us play basketball and dodgeball when we’re 
done.  With the fire drills, they take their jobs seriously and time us.  The principal isn’t rude or strict.  
Sometimes they come into the classrooms and give us feedback or help us.  They ask you about your 
learning.  I like it when they do that a lot.  If you are doing a different subject maybe.  I have seen 
principals help students with their work. 

 

Principals?  That’s a hard one.  They could join and join alongside the teachers too, so they could help 
too.  The principal could help us and learn with us, and know what the teachers are doing 
too.  Sometimes substitutes can’t do it and principals can help.  I’ve noticed that she coming into our 
classes once a week, or once every two weeks, to see what we’re doing.  They bring their computers 



and take part.  They could come in more.  They actually do more than the teachers in some ways 
because they have to run the whole school every day, put in the schedules each day, and if they don’t, 
the teachers might be confused.  Technically, they might not know what to do. 

 

They help the teachers, they run meetings, they run assemblies - they tell us what is going on around 
the school and what to do.  They set up fire drills and other drills to help us be ready for 
anything.  They check in with substitutes.  They visit classrooms.  They also say hi to you - they make 
you feel like you have a voice.  They let everybody talk.  They don’t only let the person talk who talks 
too much.   

 

Principals can come into classes.  It can be special treatment if they spend time.  They don’t always 
just drop in to say hello.  They improve the school a lot.  They make sure we have nice schools.  Our 
principal added a nature park in Vancouver where moms and parents donated money and they made 
a big nature park that was cool for us.   

 

We never really see them.  They are always in their office.  They do plan the school day.  They plan 
events like the carnival.  They have 'break the rules day' - we have a fundraiser and we can break rules 
(3 for $5).  Like bring portable device or chew gum.  They help if you need something, or they help you 
improve.  They are always there to do that.  They are practically the owner.  They can make changes.  
If there were problems (fighting) they can ban things and help.  They help at the office to make sure 
everyone is at school.  They help teachers know what to do if they are new. 

 

When we get sent to the office, they teach us not to do wrong things.  Help us not get in trouble.  
They set up activities and have ideas for what teachers can teach and do.  They help teachers teach.   

 

I love to get to know them, and it’s almost like they’re my friend.  I can always count on them.  They 
give you report cards.  I like how they are always fun and always joyful.  You always see them out on 
the field and they help if there are problems - they help each other solve it.  If there is a problem, they 
always try their best to get it solved.  Sometimes, if you have a good friend, if you behave with then 
they might put you in the same class.  They do their best to keep us with non-distracting friends. 

 

They run assemblies about responsibility or kindness to help us out.  They can schedule and make 
things for us - fire drills or lock downs.   

 

When I see my principal, he will come out and see what we’re doing.  If I am stuck on a question he 
will help me with my work.  He’s not just here to boss us around, he is there to help us too.  When we 



get stuck (a division question), he showed us how and just didn’t give us the answer.  They give us the 
skills to help giving us out.  We get high fives all the time from our principal and that is great.  He 
knows everyone’s name.  And he calls me cotton eye joe, and has nicknames for everyone.  He 
remembers the song.  I like that when they bring assemblies and events in, and the leadership crew 
gets to play with guests (Kelowna Rockets).  He brings in different people to have fun with us in the 
gym.  Our principal and VP get everything ready and organize it.  They will notify the teachers a week 
before and will set up and help with that.   

 

Once when a few of our friends were working in the hall and our principal helped us, in a funny way, 
with jokes.  Sometimes my principal will sit with me and help me when I need space when I am 
stressed.  I go to the VP for the same thing.  I talk to her a lot.   

 

They kind of keep us from breaking the rules and keep us safe while we’re at school.  They are friendly 
and say hi and knows our names.  That’s pretty cool.  It makes us feel happier.  The VP always helps if 
something is wrong and helps us with a problem and makes it better.  My little brother used to be 
nervous to come to school, so the principal would help him be more comfortable.  When I saw him 
shake everyone’s hand, I knew I would be okay.  The first VP when I started made people feel good.  
They make everybody new feel welcome.  All the K’s feel welcome and they were nervous, and I saw 
the admin there making people feel good.  Last year, I asked my principal if some of me and my 
friends could see my little brother who was nervous, and he helped that happen. 

 

They always help us also if we need to talk to them.  If you are being bullied or not being nice or if 
you’re hurt, they always help you and be kind.  They help us out.  Being new to the school this year, 
the principal was welcoming - he paid attention to me and he would say hi a lot.  They also give you 
tours of the school to help you understand where everything is, where to go, or what to do.   

 

They with the rules.  They put consequences in place.  Sometimes we have a play as an assembly.  
They let us do fun activities - they play with us outside.  There is family grouping - everyone gets a 
colour, and if everyone gets a family colour.  We get together in teams  

 
Principals?  They say hi to you every day and says hi to us.  They give you high fives and all that kind of 
stuff.  For every single student, they care for them - they knows everyone’s names, and they knows 
my parents' names, and my brother’s name.  They have a big job because they are the managers.  He 
is always saying hello and is kind outside.  He joins our games and it’s a lot of fun.  He is the manager 
of molding minds.  Even through my mom works at the school, he knows her name and he knows my 
dad’s name.  It is kind of weird how he knows everyone’s name and he remembers them after 
summer break.  Even the new kids, he knows their names. 



 

They set some pretty good rules to keep us safe and happy.  They have fun assemblies so we’re not 
just focused on the work.  They help us have fun learning.  He knows everyone’s name.  It is really cool 
because my principal has been here for my entire school life since kindergarten and I look up to 
him.  Now that I am older, I look up to him for different things.  He was always there and would make 
sure if we had problems he would help us through them.  You feel like the principals can solve 
problems and know the kids and know both sides to come to solution.  We’ve all been bullied from 
time to time, and he has helped us through that, and that our parents know, and he helps to sort it 
out.  They don’t pick sides and work to understand all sides. 

 

We can always go to them if we need anything, in case there is a bullying issue.  They help make us 
happy.  If you got in trouble they principal will talk with you and help.  If you are stressed out about 
something, you can always go to them and ask them to talk so you can calm down.  Counsellors help 
with that too.  They rotate around each classroom and check on everything.  He came in and made 
funny jokes about it because we were bored with it.  He comes in nearly every day to see how we’re 
doing.   

 

Principals?  They see us walking around and ask us how we’re doing.  He gives us high fives.  He smiles 
a lot.  He is happy and smiling.  He sometimes plays with us at recess.  He always gives us giant pushes 
on the swings.  On the big field he plays soccer with us.  Encouraging I guess. 

 

Principals?  They help you outside.  If someone was calling you names, or if someone was punching 
another student, they would help sort that out with the other person.  They make events like the 
waterpark happen.  Just the other day, they got new furniture for the foyer and they do lots of things 
that help.  Lots of field trips.  Every morning when I get to school, the principal is there, says hi, gives a 
high five, and knows everyone’s name.  They like clean up the school yard so it looks nice.  They make 
groups (gardening club) who helps to weed the gardens.  They help clean up garbage.  They also help 
with field trips and school busses.  They try to clean our gym and take out the old clothes that are 
there. 

 

My principal plans a lot of our assemblies and he goes outside to make sure we are playing safely and 
crossing the road safely.  He organizes fun stuff for us to do.  Parkour or wheelchair basketball.  We 
had a theatre come in about little red riding hood, but it was modern day.  They are really kind.  They 
just always try to help you with anything, if you have a problem, you can come to them and they can 
help you solve it.  Greet you every morning by the bike racks.   

 



Sometimes our principal will help during supervision.  If they are injured etc.  If we are having 
arguments, they will help to solve arguments.  He is just a good principal. Really nice.  He always 
comes in the classroom to say nice to give high fives and hugs.  He will help our teachers out if there is 
a substitute, or the VP will come in, and they will help the TOC.  Every single time there is trouble, like 
the computer won't work, he will come and help fix it.  It’s important to have tech working.  Every 
time he comes in the classroom, he brightens everyone's day.  Especially the teachers.  He will make 
them feel more comfortable.  We have really fun assemblies - they are funny and they stand. 

 

They help you stay safe on the playground.  They always help us.  They do clubs and leadership 
groups.  They start good clubs for the grade 6s, and sports like basketball and tennis.  Even glee club 
and running club.  They help us make good choices.  They are good people and role models.  If you 
were hanging out with a certain group of friends and the friends were making mistakes, and if you get 
caught, the principal would help us make good decisions.  They always pop in our classes to see what 
we’re doing and pat us on the back or give us a high five.  They take good care of us like they are their 
own children.  Every morning when I see my principal - he has memorized everyone’s name.  They 
take care of the school.  If kids do graffiti in the bathrooms, and the principals make sure things are 
clean and repainted.  They want the school to be really nice like it was just built.  They also plan all the 
fun stuff for us (rollerblading and wheelchair basketball and parkour) and they planned that out and 
made that happen for us.  They do the fun fair which I really like and if you want to donate tickets you 
can get prizes.  It is really cool how they want to do fun stuff with us.  I like how they always care for 
us. 

 

We are greeted by the principal every morning.  And they are silly and have fun.  He brings a smile to 
everyone’s face.  The VP is always someone we can talk to if it is bothering us.  They are willing to talk 
and listen.  They are always super nice.  Our principal will come into our classrooms and he will see if 
we’re struggling and he helps us if we need it.  He will help us not be stressed out.  He will always go 
around and say hi to everybody.   

 

Sometimes they bring inspirational people in to the school to give speeches on courage or kindness.  
They always notice if something is going wrong so they can help you.  My principal helped solve a 
problem in our class.  Someone was stealing hot lunches (3rd time) and he came in and wasn’t yelling, 
but he was firm in trying to solve the problem.  I came in half way through because I was out running 
and I heard him talking about hot lunches.  Sometimes they hand pick you out for help.  The other 
day, me and my friends were delivering school supplies to our class and other classes.  And the 
teachers were super grateful for our help.   

 



They come in and help us out.  And sometimes they go on the announcements and give us 
information.  They help us with field trips - Gardum Lake, Green Bay, Woodhaven.  They make sure 
you’re safe.  They do safety patrol on the crosswalks and they help with leadership.   

 

They make fair rules.  Snowballs because we might hurt someone.  They help us when we get hurt and 
they remind us on the intercom if we are going to do track and field.  When we come to school, the 
principals are outside and they are always smiling when we go past them.  I really like that.  They are 
always standing on the street helping keep people safe by crossing.  They encourage us like teachers.  
They are like teachers but they are more than teachers.  Instead of staying in classes they are outside 
and inside the office helping us.  They help all around.  They are always here to keep us safe. 

 

Kind and honest.  They know everybody.  The principal and VP come into our classes and helps some 
of us.  When I see them in the hallways, they know our names.  We always know that we can turn to 
them and they always make time to talk.  They ask us questions and they would help us with our math 
and our work.  At the end of the week we would get gummy bears for working with them.  They can 
be really funny and outgoing and jokes with teachers and kids.  Sometimes they can be serious when 
they need to be.  She can set her foot down.  She lays the law down and can be serious.   

 

Principals?  They can organize assemblies and if you are upset about things they can help and make a 
difference.  They built the office so if we are hurt we can get help.  They organize a lot of activities for 
us.  Jump Rope for Heart, Track and Field, and field trips.  They help the teachers with knowing where 
to go.   

 

Our principal came in after the assembly on Wednesday, to see us learn and she is also a teacher who 
supports us.  They do that across the school.  They are not in our classrooms all the time, but they 
teach our teachers.  They are always there because their knowledge is in our teachers.  You kind of 
look up to them at school.  They have so many students and it’s kind of crazy.  They are nice and they 
help us to learn, and let us know that there are consequences if we make mistakes.  We get options 
for consequences and work with us for solutions.  If a person is being loud at lunch for a long time, 
they might need a break at the office to take a break.  It’s important that they are fair and it’s a 
learning experience.  They aren’t all hard and mean, but they have to be a little strict.  They have more 
responsibilities and they need to help us be our best.  They have to enforce everything.  It’s a hard job.  
They organize awesome things.  Our VP runs the leadership team and she helps us to do cool 
things.  We organized our Earth Day activities and do little things to help.  If you didn’t have principals, 
you wouldn't have a school.  Things wouldn't happen.  How would students do their best? 

 

I don’t really talk to them all that much and being in a portable we don’t see them often.  They can be 
pretty nice.  I did a geometry project and I was confused so they helped me to start and gave me help.  



With clay and toothpicks, I did it and they encouraged and helped me.  They gave me materials and 
support.  My principal comes in and helps us with what we need.  Our principals marks us for 
behaviour.  She has a clipboard and makes sure we are on task and has the help we need.  She will 
remind us if we need reminders.   

 

They plan fun activities for us.  My favourite one for the whole school is sports day, and they give out 
watermelon.  The VP sets up the leadership team.  I am a part of the leadership team and we organize 
activities for the other students.  We help to have bigger learning and she spends a lot of time doing 
that.  The VP also is a first aid help us out with that.  When we have problems that have gone too far, 
our principals gather and work with people to hear stories and we work together to find a resolution 
to problems.  They come into our classrooms when we present projects to the class.  It’s not like they 
stay in their office.  In the halls, they greet us, they see our work in class, it makes us feel good.   

   

They do the announcements to keep us informed with what's coming up.  They call us to the office for 
important things.  They help us if we’re in trouble.  They help us solve problems.  If we fall or get hurt, 
they are here to help us and take care of us.  They supervise everything in the school and manage 
things.  They help to fundraise and help with assemblies and events.  They help make the school 
better and more fun.  They are helping to raise money for a new playground.  They try to make our 
school better and bring in activities.  And they do bake sales too.  They run the place. 

 

Sometimes I don’t even see them.  Sometimes they will come into our classrooms and help.  They 
challenge us and make up activities.  Like leadership and patrol and lunch monitoring.  They help the 
students to take part.  Sometimes they give prizes at the end of the year for volunteering etc. there is 
a pizza party.   

 

They make announcements.  A few days ago, I was called in and I had to speak to the principal and the 
principal asked how to make the school better.  There is a leadership team and they make events to 
be a better school.  We take on initiatives from them.  They make awards (golden broom) and 
whoever has the least amount of garbage in the class gets the trophy.  They organize assemblies and 
charity events (Jump Rope) to help with fundraisers.   

 

Principal?  Nothing really.  Sometimes they will come into the class and write things down to help us.  
Or they invite people in from other places to run assemblies.  They organize assemblies.  I don’t notice 
them often.  The VP runs a leader program and we work with the admin to organize events.  And 
other events like Jump Rope.  They help us to be motivated to be better people, and to help clean up 
the earth.  They are the head organizers that you never knew existed.  The principals are the people 
who put rules in place. 



 

Principals?  They come into our classroom and they act as extra helpers.  Sometimes they will review 
us and will watch us.  We don’t know what she’s looking for.  They help to explain our work when we 
need it.  They are a little more experienced so they help what kids want, and they might know 
different ways to learn things in class.  Sometimes I wonder why they always come into our class.  We 
always have at least three people in our class.   

 

I don’t see the principal much.  I haven’t talked to the principal in a while. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 5:  When you imagine your perfect school, what would it look, feel, and sound like? 

I am thinking a lot of things, not on phones, getting outside, being active.  Doing things that make you 
feel great; at home, when I am on electronics too much, I get grumpy and it affects your health and 
wellbeing.  An open place.  Where you feel great about yourself.  Social media can wreck you.  A place 
where you know everybody.  Almost flexible where you know everybody.  You wouldn’t have to be 
forced to do anything you don’t want to do.  It is important where you follow what you want to do.  
There would be no peer pressure; you would be able to say no and be yourself.  You would learn stuff, 
but you would still be having fun.  Making it so your learning isn’t just 9x9 is 81, but we did a taco 
truck.  We had to use perimeter and other things to make fun.  I feel passionate about that, and 
makes it more fun for me.  We are going to start the math project where we get to make math games 
(from UBC) where we get to learn new and different ways to learn math.  You get to make your own 
games and work with partners, and people come to stands.  With the taco truck, you could sit with 
friends, make it your own.  For the math fair, we picked the stuff we are doing today, and we were 
completing this challenge and it was hard.  You need a challenge in school - things are too easy, and 
you need a mix of things from easy to hard to solve.  When you have a difficult math problem, when 
you don’t get help, you give up.  I would rather we sit down and a teacher helps me to get it.  We are 
doing an arcade thing for STEM and it will be a lot of fun.  We got to make our own arcade game and it 
will be fun.  It would be nice in the new school to contribute and share projects so you can share ideas 
and get feedback.  People say “you made that cool squishy ball” and get recognition.  You put your 
ideas at work and make them your own.  I had a super cool idea about what I wanted to do, and it 
changed as I was going onward.  Maybe I should add on make the theme; I made Christmas animals 
and added on to my ideas.  Learning is easier for me when I am in a group.  Especially when I am 
comfortable with.  If I don’t have much in common you feel “what am I supposed to do”, but when 
you’re with people you know and are familiar with, ideas come out easier.  For the YE fair, it was cool 
for once to do what I wanted to do, and have ideas that I wanted.  It was cool.  Today, we were on a 
chat with DRK talking about climate change; what I didn’t like too much is that teachers didn’t give us 
too much freedom, but they gave us questions.  “You’re doing this question because I feel it is 
important” but I didn’t feel it wasn’t important.  I want the flexibility to do what I am passionate 
about.  You had your ideas, but you had to say what was on the page.  They didn’t relate all the time.  
It was the teacher telling you what to do, but kids, you should have your own ideas (maybe you are 
thinking of something totally different and different things can relate to different things).  You should 
be at school to think and express yourself.  You have your own ideas, but you shouldn't be forced to 
say what you don’t want to say.  With the new school, having choice (mascot) it will give us lots of 
chances to bond as a school, to get to know each other, or have one person picking.  We all get to talk 
and pick together.  We get school pride.  Getting a say to decide logos will be cool.  I would like that 
we know the teachers better - we want them to all be there because they like kids and that they want 
to be there.  I’ve had teachers who made things fun and hands on; math games were hard, but they 
made it fun.  They made it seem we were high school students.   

 

Kids all hanging out together, inclusive, playing games.  It’s hard as a new student.  I like how 
everyone is open to each other and welcoming.  Everybody interacts.  The teachers give us high fives.  



In assemblies, it’s fun.  I think that everyone will have arguments etc. but in this school, it should be 
inclusive and fun; “you’re only in grade 6 and we shouldn’t get along” needs to be different.  If friends 
have trouble, we will work together.  It is nice because it opens up people more to.  With a new 
school, it will be harder to make new connections.  Each school has their own feel; looks and runs 
different.  If everyone is inclusive and everybody knows each other, like a small town (it would be nice 
to have a school like that).  You feel safe with people you are around.  No bullies there.  If there is, we 
stand up for each other, and eventually they will stop bullying because they will see how nice we are 
to each other.  If everyone is respectful it will make it smoother.  If we are going to have day to day 
arguments, we won’t feel as comfortable.  Even the environment matters (ie. vaping) and having a 
respectful like is important.  We shouldn’t make people feel bad about bad choices.  A safe 
environment for all people.  There can be fights and stuff, and it may happen, but if we don’t take care 
of it or argue about it, it won’t be any better.   At our new school, but be organized where they are 
supposed to be, comfortable to come to school, no arch enemies.  At our school, having yummy hot 
lunch, and nice teachers.  Flexible parents are important too; we are here at school and are learning, 
and nothing is bad here.  Learning about poverty.  Clubs and events and fun! 

 

The presentation showed that you had a sundeck.  I love working outside and getting outside.  I love 
working and reading outside, and I learn better when it’s sunny and warm.  I really like we have solar 
panels on the roof of our school, and one of the big power suckers is helped at our school.  We are 
doing a big project on saving our earth with the UN goals - I really like that our school is thinking of 
that.  We watched this video about Dubai and the houses are white, and ours is white too and is good 
for the environment.  People would be friendly and helpful and encouraging.  Always trying to make 
you improve.  My sister had a teacher who was too friendly and kind, and the class was a mess 
because it was so noise.  I like it when it can be quiet too, but lots of energy.  There has to be a 
balance - kind and not rude.  For breaks and recess, I would like most of the people to be active 
because a lot of times, and be more inclusive, and kids should all be included and get the chance to 
have an active fun time outside.  And for outside time, I like how we will have two fields because we 
will be able to spread out because there will be lots of students.  Football and soccer at the same 
time.  I am happy there will be a big library that we can read and work in - the library coming up 
looked like a work space.  Something that our school does a good job is our gym.  Every four years we 
renovate our floor and make it smooth.  Our equipment is all in good shape and we have a good 
facility.     

 

It would feel welcoming.  People would talk to you when you come in.   There would be lots of friends.  
The teachers would try to fit you in where you want to be - if you wanted to do lots of science, you 
would have the chance to do that.  Or drama.  Or sports.  I wouldn’t want to be the lone person in a 
class.  I want to make sure that I have friends.  I want to be able to talk to anyone and feel good about 
it.  I want to be together.  If your class does a project, and I want to work with anyone.  Sound - people 
interacting with each other, no yelling but laughing.  For the classroom, the classroom would be mix of 
talking and quiet.  It’s not fun when it’s silent.  But too loud is tricky.  Maybe the next day, we would 



meet new people.  I make friends that way.  It would feel safe so you can learn and want to be around 
them.  I don’t want vaping and stuff.  There should be no pressure.   

 

I love basketball so I would basketball court.  It would feel cozy.   The students need to feel 
comfortable being there so they like being there, want to be there, and want to learn.  We need to do 
things so we are comfortable there.  Sound - it could be a mix of quiet and noisy.  I don’t like complete 
silence.  Schools need to be clean.  People should respect the school.  If people spill we clean it up and 
expect someone else to.  We should all share those jobs.  We would help people to take responsibility 
to share the jobs.   Lots of ways to be active and be a kid.  I can't be inside on a hard chair or on a 
computer that long; I need activities (soccer, basketball, etc.) options to be active.  That we can 
communicate together and work together.  Maybe every day we walk in to the school, we have 
different things to do to look forward to.  Not the exact same thing every day.  I like events likes 
something new - wear pink, a change of events.  I would want a good mascot that could represent our 
school well.  Some animals have a meaning, in aboriginal culture, and I would want one that 
represents the school and means. 

 

I like having free time to go outside to see my friends.  Freedom at lunch.  We can relax and have fun.  
Not as serious.  I like not feeling judged by people I don’t know.  Saying hi to people in the hallways is 
important.  People would be friendly and open.  I want to get to know and get along.  No one would 
vandalize and would respect the school.  We can start a culture in our school that keeps going.  
Everyone's needs should be met.  I want to have flexibility so we don’t have to present if we don’t 
want to.  We get warnings and options.  It’s hard to focus when we are under lots of pressure.  School 
should not be stressful.  Work could be given at different times when people want it.  I shouldn't have 
to do every little thing to show what I know.  Also, students should not pressure each other; we 
should encourage us.  Or give us a break.  Respect is a big one.  Resilience, Kindness, and 
respect.  Those are three really important things.  We get really good at lots of different things.  We 
get warning that tests are coming and if we need help, she offers to help beforehand.  We can bring 
tests home to do corrections and then we get candy.  Candy is important.  We should not be dreading 
or nervous about coming to school.  We should be excited.  Great teachers make the difference.  

 

Not too quiet, not too loud.  Not too crowded.  I like modern buildings.  Not too many people.  I would 
like a lobby.  I like how the new school will be pretty big, and bright.  Not too energetic, but calm.  A 
waterfall.  People would be nice, patient, comforting.  We would be happy.  I would feel included.  I 
would get a say in what we do.  School spirit where people are excited.  Sports and events where 
people were school colours.   

 

Comfortable and kind.  People would be nice.  There would be art and other programs, building 
things.  I want lots of options (drama and music, violin).  Not echo-y.  It feels like you are home - it is a 
comfortable place.  It would be open, there would be doors everywhere.  Baseball field.  It would have 



bells.  Being a perfect school, it would be loud and people would be happy and excited.  They would 
be excited for the next class.  It would feel like a dream come true.  You could have the choice to work 
wherever you wanted.  Being able to open doors in classroom.  People should be connected and have 
bigger spaces to play and learn in.   

 

Everyone is super nice, it would bright and open.  It wouldn't be too loud - you could hear your friends 
(not like a restaurant).  If you make a list of friends, and you would have friends in classes with you 
through the day.  I like having windows.  Sundeck.  Sometimes, not in all the subjects, I like listening to 
calm music.  People would treat each other nicely, no bullying.  Your teachers would help you 
understand the curriculum better.  All the walls wouldn’t be too bright - there would be colourful stuff 
on the walls.  Student work could be up, notices for clubs to join, etc.  Lost kitten photos.  We would 
have an entrepreneur fair, where they sell it to the school.  Events in the school, dances.  It would be 
great to paint our hands and make our mark - create our school.  Every few months we would have a 
trash pickup day in the neighborhood.  We could go and do community cleanup. 

 

It would be quiet, nobody would be fighting, and everyone would have a safe environment.  Kids 
could relax and take a breather from time to time.  They could learn out in the sun so it could help 
them.  It is stuffy in class, and we need to get outside.  I like in the new school about the doors - I like 
how classrooms can get together to make new spaces to learn.  We can learn outside and not just be 
stuck inside.  If it’s working time we can go anywhere to learn we want.  I like how the rooms are 
bigger to have more space to do things.  And the library should be used more often - it is a good 
space.  It could be a learning space to sit down and learn something.  We only go there to get books 
and have 10 minutes.  We have nice tables and chairs.  It would be nice and cozy and warm, and it 
would have a nice structure to the windows and they would be perfect, and the lights would change 
colours for moods.  If the room was quieter, we could change the lights to match the moods.  If it was 
more collaborative time, there could be multi coloured and we could get together.  Reading time 
would be nice dim white.  All the windows would have curtains to make the rooms dark.  The outdoor 
areas, fields, we could do separate things in case we wanted to do different things.  The people would 
be nice, no bullies.  The bullies would get help to help them do better.  They could learn.  Supporting 
people when they have a good idea.  If you want to play a tag game, people should be okay to not 
play if they don’t want to.  Maybe everybody would be quiet and would interact, and ask how you day 
was.  People would make plans together and have a nice tone.  And it might help people they would 
have more time to relax and not be stressed out.  I also like how the teachers do the same things so 
you can collaborate on the same things.  And kids would be able to have microwaves. 

 

It would be huge with lots of room.  There would be a huge gym.  There would be different sports and 
different stages.  It would be competitive for sports.  No age restrictions.  It would be easy to become 
an athlete and would make us stronger.  It would have a big field and limited grades so it’s not a 
madhouse.  It would be four floors separated by grade.  I would like it to be really modern and strong 
so if there was an earthquake it would be safe.  I would like there to be two gyms and you would get 



gym three times a week.  There would be two fields and playground.  Happy and protected.  When 
you walk into the school we would be excited about what we’re doing.  I would be happy and excited 
about Math.  Maybe there would be more projects.  Some quiet whispers - I don't like how some 
people don’t let you talk, so we could talk a little.  There would always be music as background music 
to feel calm.  There would be comfy chairs so our back doesn’t hurt.  Some of the chairs here are hard.  
We want to be comfortable.  It would be soundproof between classrooms so if people are walking 
around it wouldn’t be too loud.  Some covered areas to stay dry when it rains.  I would like lots of field 
trips, and people coming to visit, and carnivals and events.  So it makes the kids more excited to come 
to school and happy.  The announcements would be smooth. 

 

A lot more fun.  I want a school that shows that we’re open to teaching what you want to learn.  I 
don’t want gloomy and black, but colourful.  I want to be pushed really hard to do things if you aren’t 
confident in yourself in doing whatever you want.  I would want my school to teach subjects that will 
be useful in real life - how to pay taxes in math class.  Or how to build something.  Could have 
advanced classes if needed.  I want a school that teaches you life things (tie a shoelace, how to fix a 
flat tire, etc.) and things you will use and come across.  “I have never done this before; what do I 
do?”  First aid or something like that.  Space and astronomy classes.  I would hear a lot of people 
talking.  On the outside I would want to hear wildlife, and animals around.  Deer etc.  I would want to 
hear birds and have nature.  During classroom it could be quiet.  Lots of deer in the field.  People 
would be kind to me.  They would encourage me.  I would want teachers to be really nice and 
encourage us.  They don’t get mad when they don’t know something and believe we can do anything.  
If it’s like this school, I won’t be worried. Nature is important.  Healthy grass, and no dead plants.  I 
would want to be with some of my friends.  I like how we will move around.  I want teachers that 
make other people positive too - no discouraging.  I want to be encouraged. 

 

The school would be fun.  There would be a great gym.  It would be colourful, kind, welcoming, fun.  I 
would make it so kids can do what they want.  It would be fun, happy, not gloomy or boring.  It would 
be homey - not super modern, but welcoming and pleasant.  It would make you feel at home.  If it is 
fun and not boring, people would want to be there.  People talking and also some quiet.  I would want 
the chance to study and work.  Big library.  If it’s too loud you can't think.  Big gym.  It would also be a 
place where we could use our phones.  There would be study areas - comfy area with blankets and 
seating.  And inspirational posters and quiet.  You would switch between teachers.  A really great 
grand opening!  Students would not be scared or nervous.  It’s a new thing, and I know it will be 
amazing, but it will be difference.   

 

I would want the subjects to be interesting, and I would have some choice.  Things I am passionate 
about.  I don’t enjoy writing all that much.  Maybe when you look inside you would be happy to learn 
about what you’re doing.  I like bigger schools, and I like art.  I would like more things like art and tech.  
Also, learning about other things, other countries and other assignments about things you really want 
to learn about.  The people would be friendly and nice.  They would need to be open to talk to and 



they would listen, and would soak up everything.  They would always want to help you when you 
need it.  They would be happy.  It would sound like everybody was kind and talking to each other and 
fixing their problems.  Positive.  No negativity.  Everybody would talk to you nicely and no bullying and 
people saying nice things.  A friendly community.   

 

Like you’re still in your house.  Happy.  If something goes wrong, people would come to help you.  It 
would be modern.  Music playing (my mom loves pop and my dad loves jazz), and it would make me 
feel like home.  The teachers and the principals would be flexible and would be nice - if you get an 
answer wrong, they would help you, and if you did something wrong, they would try and solve the 
problem and understand the question, and they would be fun.  There would be a lot of programs, 
sports, etc.  I love to work out with my parents, and there would be a workout program outside.  I 
really wish that there would be a foyer, an open foyer, where you can lay and draw if your teachers let 
you.  And a nice office in the foyer, so if we forget our combination code, there is someone there 
close.  If someone has a pet, we could bring it in, or a classroom pet.  I would like to have a track so 
people could race and run.  Basketball hoops.  If people like art, there could be art displays around the 
halls to show student work.   

 

Canyon Falls will be my perfect school.  There is a lot of space and three stories, and there will be 
cooking.  I love the library.  The music room has two stories which is cool.  The people would be really 
happy at school, to be there.  Kids would be talking and would be friendly, would be making plans.   

 

It would look like Canyon falls - it is a cool learning space.  It would have comfortable seating and 
couches and beanbags.  Not based on desks only.   Having different learning spaces is important.  
Sleeping is important, so a 9am would be good.  I would like kind teachers, friends, no bullies.  I would 
want nice people so I wanted to come to school.  Also, nice teachers aren’t always the best teachers 
because if someone does something bad, students should be punished sometimes.  Teachers who 
work with people when they make mistakes.  A perfect teacher is an easy going, but firm.  I would 
want lots of sports stuff and books.  I love music.  I like to sing and play the ukulele, and I get to sing 
with friends.  I enjoy that because I get to sing together and perform together.  I was happy when the 
teacher lets me do that.  I love music, I take piano lessons, and I really enjoy that it’s another 
language.  Music to me is hard to explain.  I just get it.  If we didn’t have music, I would be grumpy.  
People encourage people in music in our talent show, and students get to play.  I would want to hear 
laughter and kindness.  Not screaming.  Not putting people down.  The gym does look pretty good.  If 
people like cooking, I would like baking classes or class pets.  It is good that people interact with 
things.  Lots of comfortable seating areas.   

 

Everything would comfortable.  Sounds like happy people working, and everybody getting 
along.  People having fun.  No bullying.  Everyone includes everyone.  No one being mean.  No one 
would ignore in classes and would help each other, even if they are new.  We are all a family, like 



that.  And everyone would get along and it doesn’t matter who we are or what we look like, and we 
can be who we are and it doesn't matter.  I would like it if our school would have no bullying, nothing 
bad ever happening.   

 

I like the new middle school.  I like the glass and being open.  I like that you can look outside and see 
your classmates.  There is a community school.  I like that we can work with everyone.  The teachers 
would be all nice and welcoming and always there to help.  There would have to be kindness and 
some strictness too.  It would be medium loud, and I am a loud person who likes to talk sometimes.  I 
want group activities and where we can work together.  We do better when we work together.  I like 
building things, and being challenged.  And we work as a group too.  Last Wednesdays we had to make 
a tower out of straws and tape, and there was challenges with it.  Learning would be fun.  I would be 
nervous working with different ages.   

 

It would feel welcoming and comfortable.  It would feel warm so you feel safe and happy there.  No 
bullying and we would be friendly.  There would be sports for everyone, and if they don’t want to play 
they wouldn't have to.  There would be enough sports that no one would be bullied for playing.  Kids 
feel like they are being included.  A big gym so we can do lots of things in.  I want assemblies so we 
can all fit in as a school.  Everyone would be able to feel part of things and feel free.  It wouldn't be 
too noisy but could hear people talking and laughter, not people saying mean things about 
anyone.  No one being excluded.  Positive.  Peaceful.  When the classes are in, it is quiet enough to 
hear the birds outside when we’re working.  During a math test, people all wouldn't be talking.  When 
we are done and able to talk, people would be happy and positive.  They would be helpful, generous, 
positive, smart, and kind.  Helpful.  Teachers would include and sit with you if you didn't have any 
friends.  If you are being excluded, they will help you not feel bad, and help you feel happy.  If you are 
called names, they will help you feel better about yourself.  It wouldn't be just one floor with 
classrooms, I would want things spread out.  We want the kids to be excited about the school and 
telling others about the school.   

 

Sports are important.  Really fun activities.  Maybe a tug of war or gaga ball.  Classes would be flexible 
and would have comfy seating.  We could pick and choose.  We could have yoga balls and stools.  We 
would have computers all the time.  Get a little free time on computers.  We would nice, happy, 
people.  Some strict, but nice.  We don’t want rude or mean teachers.  No yelling.  Flexible 
people.  There would be lots of laughing.  Everyone would get along with each other.  No fights or 
arguments.  There would be a cafeteria and free food.  Chicken nuggets as a hot lunch option (Weds).  
You can sit at any table, can pick your partners.  Can be with friends.  If someone is alone, we can join 
them.  Long lunches.   

 

It would be a safe environment for me and everybody.  There would be no bullying.  We could resolve 
it.  I would want my parents to work there, so I could see them and I could see them any time.  It 



would be a lot of fun to see them.  Everybody would be included in everything, and basketball court.  
For a perfect school, I wouldn't want my mom there all the time.  Having a baseball field would be 
good.  I wouldn't want a whole bunch of noise.  I would want nature and not a highway feel.  Having a 
basketball team and sports, and having practices in the morning.   

 

A lot of us like sports, so teams and clubs would be really important.  Soccer, volleyball, basketball, 
rugby.  For me it would be where we would come to school and we wouldn’t feel separate.  We would 
be one, like a family.  A place where we weren’t overwhelmed and we would have a balance of 
learning and fun.  A place to feel loved and you belong there.  We wouldn’t be afraid to be at school 
because people would get along.  I think that having teachers we can trust and talk to, and can talk to 
if things are wrong.  A place where people are happy, and on bad days they would make sad people 
have a good day.  Everyone would feel interested in learning.  I feel like my school would sound like 
words that people can connect to.  There would be laughter and happiness.  People would not be 
hurtful in what they say.  I would want to hear positive language, lots of laughter.  

 

I would want to be close to it.  There would be activities like hockey and sports, and things to 
do.  Baseball diamond.  Teachers that support you when you need them when you have hard 
times.  No portables, all classrooms inside.  I would pets allowed for comfort.  Some of the older kids 
can mentor the younger students.  We can have people to take care of and show them around.  It 
would have wonderful facility (hockey rink and gymnastic gym).  Understanding teachers and 
counsellors.  Other support staff.  A few extra CEAs to help out in classes. 

 

We would get to use the computers a lot.  We would get to go outside.  Recess would a long time.  I 
would like the school to have lots of time for art and writing.  In the winter there would be super good 
heaters and hot chocolate.  We would have a really cool library.  We need rolly chairs.  Relaxing chairs.  
Stools.  Coffee tables.  My friends would go there.  We would be allowed to play sports and have fun 
with friends.  There should be a huge gym with gymnastic stuff.  Family is important.  We want smart, 
nice, encouraging, pretty people.  Not too mean.  I want them to be a little strict with us because if 
people are too nice, we wouldn’t do anything.  I want to learn more.  We would have nice teachers 
who wouldn't give us homework at all.  Class pets.  A great hot lunch program.  A good cafeteria.  A 
great sports facility. 

 

Happy people, nice people.  It would look like the new middle school.  Nice teachers who greet you 
when you come into the classroom.  The principal is nice.  It is a nice school.  If you make a mistake, 
they don’t scream at you.  You want to have fun.  In the classroom being quiet, but being allowed to 
work with friends, but be quiet at the first time.  Having fun in class.  Everyone would be happy - if you 
got a good test score people would be excited for you, and if you had trouble, they would encourage 
you.  We will have freedom at lunch, and can eat wherever we want   



 

Teachers who know a lot about what they are teaching so it makes it easier for other students to learn 
about it.  Teachers are super nice same as principal, but they still give you a great education.  There’s 
no bullying.  There would be lots of positivity.  Lots of helping others and lots of care.  Cheerful - 
would sound laughing, playing, happy.  It would look nice - not dark and haunted.  My classroom 
would be cozy, comfy chairs, big tables and desks.  Lots of different chairs and colourful.  When we go 
to assemblies there are benches.  Sitting on the floor is not good.  A good schedule so you don’t have 
to wake up at 5am.   

 

It is going to be a good size.  It will make everybody happy so we need happy teachers.  Students 
should want to come in each time.  Everybody has a different feeling every day, and teachers need to 
know who is in their room.  I think it is really important that the students should be happy in the 
school.  I think that the teachers to make students feel comfortable.  What you would hear is laughter, 
talking, and people having fun.  I think my perfect school would be healthy - no vaping.  We don’t 
want kids wrecking their lungs.  Probably there would be a program for each and every sport - there 
would be classes for athletic sports and stuff.  I would like to make programs for it.  It would be a 
school for health and athletics.  Size doesn’t matter if that matters.  Anyone should be able to 
participate.  Just because you’re out of shape, doesn't mean you can't be super successful.  I would 
like everyone to be healthy - no drugs, alcohol, etc.  We don’t want people making bad decisions.  My 
perfect school would be really fun.  Assemblies and activities.  My perfect classroom would have 
smartboards, and desks and desks for everyone with lots of space for everyone.  A place for people to 
sit that is comfortable.  Big book shelves so you can pick your books with water fountains.  Lockers 
too.  The smell would be candy and would smell nice.  You would hear people having fun, and the 
teachers having fun, and people would listen.  Instead of bringing indoor shoes, I would have a shelf, I 
would have a shelf where everyone would have slides.  I would like plants around the room.  I would 
want unique stuff in the class.  Posters, decorations, etc.  Lots of pictures.  I would try to have a big 
wall so I could post student work up so people can see.  When parents come in, they can see our work 
front and center.  If there were shutters, Instead of doors, I would have fake vines down and we 
would go into the class.  Sliding doors would be good too.  Just like home, chilling out.  A reading 
corner, or a hanging out corner with a carpet or comfy cushions where people could hang out. 

 

I would probably say that nice people would be there.  I wouldn't want to just show up and have 
people be rude.  I would want people to be kind.  It would feel like home.  You would want all the 
students be nice, and have everyone feel like a big family.  You would want teachers to feel like our 
parents.  The teachers there will be super nice.  It would have fun rooms.  There would be a drama 
studio, and we would want good perfect classes.  They want us to have fun in class.  I would want the 
school to be modern.  I think all nice people would be important.  A nice principal.  Some principals 
don’t really care about the students, and they don’t do a great job.  We want someone who really 
cares about the students.  We need people to help us when we need help.  Good classrooms.  Good 
working spaces.  Cozy.  Comfy chairs, a couch.  Flexible seating.  It depends on what we’re doing.  We 
would want healthy teachers and students - we want good examples.  Nobody that goes out and 



smokes or eats junk food.  Happy teachers, not depressed or sad teachers.  We don’t want the 
teachers to be lazy, but to invest with us.  Calm music helps.  And sometimes we do just dance.  And 
for daily three, when we finish reading we have calm transitions. 

 

It would be horse school.  It would be modern and airy and calm.  There would be flexible seating and 
comfy seats.  I like having flexibility with who I can sit with.  I like having say with who I get to work 
with.  I like we get a chance to sit with people.  As far as people to work there.  I would like people 
who are artsy and easy going and at the same time to be strict when they need to be.  People who 
don’t send home a lot of homework.  It can cause stress.  I like when they are flexible about that.  I 
would like to have time between classes but some time so we can go to our locker and be situated, 
get a drink etc.  Not really big tests.  I would like to have lots of little tests instead of thick tests  

 

Safe.  There wouldn’t be many fights or arguments.  Feeling safe with the teachers, so you can tell 
them things and you can trust them.  They aren’t mean teachers.  I want kind teachers that I can trust.  
You would have great school who are kind and who are a little strict.  You need people to push you.  
You wouldn’t have pop quizzes sprung on you with no revising.  Teachers would get us prepared.  A 
good school would have time to work by yourself and would have flexible seating with friends.  You 
need rules with flex seating, to make sure that chairs are available for everyone.  You can’t use other 
people’s property.  You would be able to work with friends.  We would have to be responsible.  I like 
modern schools.  I like glass garage doors and a ton of windows.  I think we would want it bright and 
open.  More natural light.  I would want school to be exciting.  It would have to have a very nice drop 
off area in the front of the school.  I think there should be some nature so we can be outside.  The 
classrooms should be really nice, and a good learning environment.  Nice eating areas.  Also, there 
would be an office to report things and get help, and being able to enter if necessary to report 
things.  We need a place to go if we need to talk to people.  Like a therapy thing to talk to people.  
They would have to be trustworthy.  We would need a sick room.  A nice front desk person.  I feel like 
it should have nice teachers we can talk to so we can share and they would care.   

 

Modern feel.  I wish there would be really good teachers, who provide lots of opportunities.  Who 
really like doing their job, who are kind to students.  If someone is really advanced, they would have 
opportunities to go deeper and learn more.  Extra-long lunch breaks.  Not too quiet but not too loud.  
Kids would be talking because it makes people comfortable.  Outside, when people are playing, you 
want to hear bird chirps and kids playing fun.  It would be quiet without lots of car noise.  I want there 
to be lots of kids to make friends.  I want a good sports program so kids can excel (basketball and 
soccer).   

 

Like home.  The school would feel like a comfortable space where you don’t have to be nervous to be 
going there.  It feels safe.  You walk in and you sit down, and you learn, and you’re not nervous about 
you, what you look like, what people think.  It will feel safe.  It will be stuff that you want there and 



there won’t be anything dangerous.  It wouldn’t be loud and people wouldn't fight, people would try 
their best to get along.  Peaceful school.  No gossip and no drama.  Kind and good teachers.  Strict-ish 
(not too strict because kids would be nervous or scared), and the principal should be nice.  If I got in 
trouble for throwing snowballs, because I felt guilty and was anxious, I would want the principal to be 
kind and not punish.  You need a principal to calm you down and cool you down and help.  They would 
help us come up with ideas to make things better.  People should feel better after working with the 
principal.   

 

It would have nice teachers who see you and see all the good things about you.  Kind.  Funny.  It 
would be a happy school where everybody gets along and everybody would be friends.  They would 
be nice and if things go on, we would talk things through.  We would all talk it out.  There wouldn’t be 
as many rules (climbing trees).  There would be lots of space and everybody would be nice.  We would 
have an outdoor learning space where we could learn outside, not at a desk.  We have little buddies 
and we like connecting with younger students.  A diverse population would be great.  Working in 
learning communities, we are free to express ourselves and everyone is welcomed.  Everybody in our 
school would be talking how nice it is there, and how great things are.  They would be positive.  You 
can walk down the halls and want to be there.  We would want it to be the happiest place on earth 
where you don’t dread to go.  It would allow us to all be who we are.  No uniforms.  Everyone would 
be equal.  

 

I would want something that is modern. I would want awesome, kind teachers.  I would people that 
are helpful.  I would have lots of glass and open and open spaces.  I would want lots of places to play 
in.  It wouldn’t really be a school.  I would want it to be like a gym.  I would enjoy it more.  Happy 
chatter.  Smooth sounds.  You could be loud, but not yelling everywhere.  Lots of activities and big 
field, a gymnastics place.   

 

It would feel safe to be there.  And you would be able to be yourself.  You wouldn’t have to put on 
your school self, and you could just be yourself.  Nobody would judge you.  You could be yourself.  
Teachers would teach you.  The perfect balance between teacher (fun, strict, learning).  There would 
be a warm feeling.  It would be an open environment.  There would be deep bonds.  The teachers 
would have a mix.  They would be strict enough to teach but nice enough to have fun.  My perfect 
school would be a home away from home.  It would need to be fun and interesting.  You would have a 
motivation to go and learn.  You would want to go there.  You would be proud to say your school 
name, tell your mascot.  What we do there we would be proud of.  You wouldn’t have to be your best, 
you know that you’re a good school, you are proud of being at the school, but you’re not too proud.  
You could talk, but there is a balance.  It wouldn't be yelling, but there would be a tone of excitement 
and safety for the whole day.  It would be organized and kind of quiet, but it wouldn’t be dead silent.  
It wouldn’t be where people are yelling all the time.  It would be a good mix.  Things don’t have to be 
so quiet.  Every school has a unique colour.  I think our school is a yellow, or a happy colour.   



 

I think that everybody would take the time to just notice everything that is going on in our lives so 
they aren’t telling us to just do things.  You have people to make sure we have friends.  I like a lot of 
change.  I would want a lot of flexibility.  I like the old format of a schedule, but I also like the flexibility 
too so you have a good understanding with learning in the school.  I like working with other teachers.  
There would be a stadium for football and a couple fields for other sports and a gym.  Everyone would 
be so supportive of the sports teams and people all go to games.  People treat people like they’re 
special and recognize our differences.  A really great athletic facility.  I think that the class size should 
be smaller because you can focus better so they can get around to us more.  I would hear music in this 
building.  Quiet music.  Good music.  Nice people would work there.  Students would be treated well, 
and would be fair, and would help them learn and do their best.  They would be able to recognize us 
as people, rather than work as a class.  The teachers would be flexible and all the assignments would 
fit for each level.  Teachers need to understand kids.  They need to know breaks, they need to know 
the social time and outside time.  The school would feel happy.  It would feel welcoming and you 
would want to be there every single day.  It would be fun.  I am excited because I will hopefully be in 
classes with my friends.  The school is designed openly so it’s not a tight closed space.  There is lots of 
natural light and that’s important too. 

 

The people who would work there would be super nice, super cooperative, the dream 
teacher.  Depending on what they teach, it could be the best fit.  Having a teacher who is a very 
innovative thinker, or having people who are flexible when we make mistakes.  They don’t have to be 
perfect.  Also, what makes them different than anyone else is what makes them perfect.  People have 
imperfections that make them special and makes them stand out.  One of my favourite teachers was 
pretty happy, but she could get mad when something bad happened.  If I walked into a school, I would 
want the mood to be very accepting.  People wouldn’t judge you.  The perfect school would let you 
play with friends and recess, having friends to talk with at lunch, having people sit with you on the 
bus.  Also, it would have a great learning environment to be able to learn new and innovative ways in 
the world now.  There would be chairs around for people to sit and meet with friends.  A school that 
was kept nice and taken care of by students.  If someone is passionate about sports, and there would 
be lots of opportunities.  Having the perfect clubs for what you are passionate about.  A science club.  
If I walked into the school, I would want it peaceful and calm.  It would be cool to have some free time 
if you need some extra time.  There would be flexibility in the schedule for us if we needed it.  I could 
do things after school because we’re close.  There would be a lot of the outdoors being close.  Nice 
trees plants, gardens.  There would be things that students could take care of if we were able to.  Also, 
there would be privacy, like lockers.  I wouldn't want people touching all my stuff. 

 

It would be a lot like canyon falls because it’s nice and it has nice big fields.  Also, I like a baking class.  
No bullies.  We would be nice kids and people would help one another.  I like that our school is unique 
and modern.  I like all the glass.  I like the flat roof.  Everything would be fresh.  I would have a canteen 
to buy things.  We would want teachers who are not too strict.  If you need help, there are there to 
help you.  They would be fun. They will educate to help us learn.  Class pets.  It would be a medium 



volume, too quiet it would feel odd and people would learn, and too loud would be too hard.  Music 
in the halls.  It would have a nice cafeteria and nice big open spaces.  Nice areas to eat out lunches.  
Nice bathrooms.  

 

Have a lot of sports.  Hockey for sure.  The library would be good because I like to read a lot.  I can see 
this huge library with a ton of chairs and people would be reading.  It should feel like home.  There 
would be lots of arts and crafts.  There would be a feeling of comfort and safety.  All my friends, would 
be in a group together, those I work well together with.  They would help keep me focused.  I would 
want lots of friends with me too.  The school would be calming.  There would be some talking.  In the 
halls, would be people talking and being kind.  Patient encouraging teachers, and they understand 
you.  They would build great relationships with students.  We would have breaks when I need it so I 
don’t get stressed and worried.  I would be able to go outside a lot to learn.  Little breaks would help 
get fresh air.  I would want lots of breaks.  Sometimes when I am nervous I feel cold and then I forget 
things.  People welcoming you each day and comforting you.   

 

A bunch of sports.  Pretty much every sport you could sign up for.  Any sport would be an option.  
Really funny teachers who enjoy students.  There would be a humongous gym with a bunch of 
different stuff. There would be a cafeteria with good food.  Everyone would be kind to each other.  No 
bad actions.  Really patient teachers.  Different kinds of furniture, your own desks and some tables, I 
feel safe when I have options to be by myself when I can.  Instead of having one worksheet, we would 
be able to choose what we want to do based on where we’re at, and where it will challenge us.  For 
people who want to be challenged, they could be.  If you are having trouble, people can choose 
different work.  It would be good to have options.  A basketball court with nets outside.  The 
basketball court would be smooth pavement and would be nice.  There would be nice big soccer fields 
with options.  It would be sunny and nice and greet.  Lots of people and out in nature.  I like it when 
there is lots of people laughing and having fun.  Happy people and kind people.  

 

My perfect school would revolve around me.  I would have choice in what I worked on.  I wouldn’t 
have to do things that I hated and would be able to do more things that I enjoy.  I would get to control 
those things, even within the system.  It would probably be if we get a choice for computers for a 
subject, not that teachers shouldn’t boss around sometimes.  Places would be quiet when they need 
to be, but we could talk with friends.  We would go outside every now and then to focus on the 
subject.  I would like a lot more sports in school.  I like having options in what we want to do.  There 
would have to be variety in what we do so we don’t get bored.  If we got to try new things, we 
wouldn't be bored.  Opportunities to get to figure out what we like or not like.  Maybe I can like it 
when I am older.  Having options.  Even if there were things you didn’t want to try, you wouldn’t be 
forced.  When the teacher writes everything on the board, and if it’s the same all the time, it can get 
really boring.  There are times when you get a repeat and it’s okay, but the same thing every day is 
hard.  I think that the schedule should be flexible, and we should do a few things, but we could do 
different things as we need to.  We would have the possibility to mix things up to keep it fresh.  I wish 



that if we had to do something but didn’t want to do it, maybe we can have options to do something 
else as needed.  We would have choice.  The perfect school would be fun and it would be quiet when 
it’s needed.  If the teachers need us to do things, we can do it.  Things would relate to our lives.  When 
we get opportunities to share we can share about ourselves and why things matter.   

 

There would be good teachers.  And they would have some experience.  I would really love to have 
vending machines.  I would want different options for class outside of mandatory classes.  And there 
would be after school changes.  There would be sports to do after school.  I wouldn’t want too much 
punishment unless someone was really bad.  I would have a few bathrooms, and I wouldn’t want 
portables.  I would want people to be kind and open doors for us.  I would want teachers who can 
understand and appreciate what you can do.  I want to be learning some things that would be 
different than what we do each year (ie. analog clocks).  If we are learning the same things, I would 
want to be challenged.  Like in the Kahn Academy.  I would rather be doing something more 
advanced.  I like computer time.  I would want more quiet classrooms because the class we have now 
is very noisy.  Good talking levels, but not shouting across the room.  I want to work with people.  I 
would want some of my friends in my group.  I am used to working with those people.  I want to meet 
new people but I want to be comfortable.  I would want reassurance that we would know someone - I 
would feel better to know someone.  You would want to be comfortable with people in your classes.   

 

It would be quiet.  No people running down the halls.  No talking out in class unless we’re 
encouraged.  It would be welcoming to all.  And for all learning.  If someone has a passion for 
something it should be embraced.  It would be encouraging; would tell us we can do anything and 
would allow us to do things we enjoy.  We don’t want people to be told to give up or that are not 
good at something.  There would be lots of room and space so it’s not all cramped up together.  Not 
as chaotic.  No bullies - people would be happy.  It would be ideal. 

 
 

 


